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VISIT xu. 


of Lancaſter thus proceeded: 
The converſation was then ſhifted 
to dramatic affairs. The lord ab- 
bot, who had ſeen Chaucer at the 
Vor. III. B palace 


- p 


= following day the duke 


2 ADVENTURES OF 
palace of the biſhop of Saliſbury, Þ 
aſked him why he employed not his 
muſe in inditing Moralities * to be 
acted in the monaſteries. My | 
good lord, replied the poet, as 
long as the moralities are conduct- 
ed in the preſent manner, my pen 
may aſſuredly find better occupati- 
on. Soon after I had compleated 
my ſtudies, an aged knight, who 
was my valuable adviſer, thus 
* Theſe rude eſſays at dramatic repreſenta- 
tion were the origin of our tragedy and come- 
dy. In theſe, and in the ferien, the Devil 


and the Foo! were always important characters, 
— See the notes of Warburton and others on 


warned 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 3 
warned me againſt engaging in that 
ſpecies of compoſition : Geoffrey, | 
bid he, I once trandated a morali- 
ty from the French tongue, and 
applied to one of the directors of 
the morality-men, who perform 
theſe pieces, to exhibit it to the 
people at a certain great monaſtery, 

famous for ſuch diverfions. The 
director, who happened to be a 
_ fiddler, took the work, and promi- 
ſed very fervently that it ſhould be 
peruſed by his brethren. But, be- 
1 
ned |} —_ it, 


| 
| 
| 
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4 ADVENTURES OF 
it, the fiddler informed me that my 
manuſcript was loſt. $0 I left off 
writing moralities. 


＋ | 


This relation, my good lord, 
made an impreſſion on my mind, 
and Idetermined to have nodealings 
with directors of morality-men. I 
cannot, faid the lord abbot, refuſe 
my approbation to the reſolution 
you have formed, having had much 
experience, while ſuperior of a 
convent, of the practices purſued 
by thoſe directors of morality-men. 
I know not how the caſe may 


prove 


off 
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prove at the preſent day, but ſome 
time ago the management of the 


moralities lay moſtly in the hands 
of three great directors, who en- 


joyed the chief emoluments ariſing 
from ſach exhibitions. The firſt 
was a perſon of infinite wit and 
fatire, who, accordingly, compo- 
ſed ſome moralities himſelf, which 
his underlings performed with 
great advantage and a pplauſe. But 
my monks, many of whom were 
authors, and indited divers pieces 
meet for repreſentation, complain 


ed that, in the firſt place, it was 


B 3 mar- 


6 ADVENTURES OF 
marvellouſly difficult to procure an 
interview with this ſame director, 
he affecting lordly company, yea, 
lordly behaviour; and that, when 
after a conſiderable lapſe of time, 
they ventured to inquire what he 
had done with their dramatic la- 
bours, he would open a large cheſt, 
well filled with moralities, and, 
taking them out by bundles, would 
cry, “Is this your morality ? or 
« this? or this? take which of 
„them you like, in the name of 
«© God, and be gone.” It was 
likewiſe ſuſpected that he was jea- 
| lous 


JOHN OF GAUNT. - 
lous of riſing merit, and ſtifled 
ſuch productions as gave umbrage 
to his vanity. Moreover, he was 
faid to be politically given, and to 
treat with negle&, if not with in- 
jury, (and in this caſe what is 
neglect, but injury?) all writers 
who were not of the party of 
Pierce Gaveſton and the Spencers. 


In fine, illuſtrious knights, my 


Poor monks hid their ſufferings 


before me, and craved my interpo- 
ſition. Whereupon, I wrote to 
my lord of Nottingham, and 
B 4 1 


8 ADVENTURES OF 
other nobles, entreating that they 
would intereſt themſelves on this 
- occaſion. But they ſent me for 
anſwer, that, not being of the 
party of Pierce Gaveſton and the 
Spencers, their application to this 
director would prove utterly in- 


The ſecond, though a perſon of 
no genius, was ſuperior in civility 
to the former. Nevertheleſs there 
was little hope, even with him, 
for the unpatronized. He receiv- 
ed their moralities with a cour- 

teous 
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JOHN OF GAUNT. 3 
teous air ; but unleſs the writec 
were his couſin, or his friend, or 
the friend or couſin of his friend, 
or earneſtly recommended by a 
perſon of quality, or in the habit 
of dining with him, or of ſleeping 
at his country-houſe, little or no 


attention was beſtowed upon his 
morality. To his praiſe however 
be it ſpoken, that he was not apt 
to /o/e ſuch pieces as were entruſted 
to him, although he ſuffered them 
to lie looſe about his chamber, 
where his friends nnd acquaint- 
ances, and the literary rabble who 
RR 
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10 ADVENTURES OF 
are conſtantly prowling about the 
manſion of a director, enjoyed am- 
ple opportunity of reading them, 


and of ſtealing therefrom what- 


anſwer moſt conveniently for their 
own moralities. 


N 


equally to be dreaded from the 
other dĩrectors. For though they 
all profeſſed impartiality and pro- 
nounced it to be their intereſt to 
exhibit ſuch moralities as were 
found to have real merit, it never- 

= theleſs . 
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JOHN OF GAUNT. 2 
theleſs appeared that few, very few, 
ever obtained a reception, where 
the author was not an intimate 
or a partiſan of the director. For 
this I can affirm, that, in the mo- 
- ralities of my monks, their devils 
were as deviliſh, and their fools as 
fooliſh *, as any civilized nation 
need deſire; and as to their politi- 
cal affections, heaven help them ! 
they were not of any party what- 
ſoever. With reſpect to the third 
director, who was inferior in con- 
ſequence to the former two, I ſhall 


® See the laſt note, 
B 6 be 
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be filent : for he laterally fell into 
adverſity. 


The lord abbot having ceaſed, 
the Prince of Wales inquired, 
whether theſe directors were ap- 
pointed to their ſtation, or ſelf 
created. They have a licence, 
faid the abbot, from certain offi- 
cers of the royal houſehold, which 
licence they may fell to any per- 
ſon whocan purchaſe it. So then, 
replied the Black Prince, any one 
who is rich enough to buy up this 
direction, whether fiddler, ſenator, 

morality- 


ato 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 1 


morality-man, or carpenter, is, ipſo 
fatto, inſtalled dictator in all dra. 


matic affairs, and may ſuppreſs a 
morality, or produce it to the pub- 
lic, according to his fole diſcre- 
tion. He may likewiſe, by what 
my lord abbot hath related, con- 
vert the moralities into inſtruments 
of faction, and of private revenge ; 
he may alſo either improve the na- 
tional taſte, by an impartial exhi- 
bition of meritorious moralities, or 
he may grievouſly debauch it, by 
obtruding any traſh, {however 


vile) upon his auditors. For the 


people, 
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people, once habituated to fre- 
quent dramatic ſhewꝭ, will go to 
them, be the piece exhibited what 
it may, and inſenſibly become at- 
tached to compoſitions the moſt 
contemptible. The directors ex- 
claim, (as their apology for deſ- 
piſing works of merit) that the 
taſte of the public is corrupted, 
and that to that taſte they muſt 
accommodate their exhibitions. 
Thus they themſelves firſt deprave 
the public taſte, and afterwards 
plead the depravity. 


JOHN OF GAUNT. ug 

When the Prince of Wales had 
done ſpeaking, I obſerved, that 
the directors of morality-men (as 
I had been informed) are ſubject 
to a ſort of tyranny, which ſhac- 
kles their hands, and prevents 
them from obeying the dictates of 
their judgment. The evil, ſaid 
I, which I allude to (and doubt- 
leſs my lord abbot hath heard of it) 
ariſes from a numerous and peſti- 
lent tribe of perſons, who derive a 
ſupport from informing the public 
of cvery thing relative to dramatic 
affairs, and are periodical criticks 


not 
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not only on the conduct of the di- 
rectors, but alſo on the reſpective 
performances of the morality- 
men: thus relieving the indolent 
(who are generally the majority) 
from the mental fatigue of judging 
for themſelves, and either keeping 
the pablic in good-humour with 
the ſtage, or fatally prejudicing it 
againſt the directors. Theſe pro- 


pagators of intelligence gain ad- 


miſſion untaxed; they ſwarm be- 


* Notwithſtanding what the lord duke of 
Lancaſter aſſerts, hiſtorians relate, that ſome few 
rey e both as men 


and critics, 


hind 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 1 
hind the curtain, mingle with the 
morality-men, are fed, flattered, 
feared, and hated by them ; the 
directors are conſtrained to be la- 
boriouſly courteous to them, pre- 
ſent them with precious gifts, treat 
them with favoury viands, anddread 
and deteſt them as heartily as the 
underlings. Now, my lords, theſe 
merchants in news and criticiſm 
aſpire alſo to the compoſition of 
moralities ; the directors muſt ex- 
hibit their miſerable productions, 
or are threatened with unrelenting 
obloquy, if they refuſe. In fine, 


1 
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my lords, the directors are the 
ſlaves of theſe banditti, and the 
public the dupe of both. 


Add to this, cried Chaucer, an- 
other objection againſt engaging in 
dramatic labours; namely, that 

| the morality-men, who are not 
unſupplied with vanity, expect, in 
their turn, to be courted, careſſed, 
and flattered by an author, other- 
wiſe he will be a ſufferer by their 


negligence and caprice. 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 9 
In this manner, my lord of 
Marche, did we diſcourſe upon the 
drama. My glorious and lament- 


ed brother confeſſed to me, ſoon 
after, that, if he lived to aſcend 
the Engliſh throne, he would take 
into conſideration theſe diſgraceful 
abuſes, and vindicate merit from 
theatrical oppreſſion. The direc- 
torſhip, faid he, ſhall no longer 
be a faleable employment. The 
officers of the houſehold ſhall ap- 
point no perſon who hath not edu- 
cation and integrity to recommend 
him. It is monſtrous that igno- 

rant 
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rant and aſſuming men ſhould, - by 


dint of money, get poſſeſſion of 


this power, and domineer over the 


amuſements of a great and tri- 


umphant people. No perſon who 


writes moralities ſhall direct the 
exhibition of them : for however 
fit, at firſd fight, he may appear 
for ſuch a ſtation, he is, in truth, 
the very laſt man who ought to be 
entruſted with it. 


This concluding declaration of 
the Prince of Wales gave occaſion 
to the lord abbot to take notice of 
the 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 2 
the difference between the ages of 
antiquity and modern times, with 
relation to the conduct of ingenious 
men. Amongſt the ancients, faid 
he, the man of talents took delight 
in competition ; he deemed his 
glory incomplete, until others ſtart- 
ed with him to run the career of 
fame ; he placed them in a full 
light, and magnified their abilities, 
alike from policy and from great- 
neſs of foul; for the nobler the 
antagoniſt, the nobler the victory. 
Alas! how is it at the preſent day? 
He that is haſtening towards the 

2 temple 
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temple of Renown, dreads nothing 
ſo much as a competitor : he em- 
ploys as many arts to extinguiſh 
emulation, as the ancients prac- 
tiſed to invite and ſupport it. Here | 
thoſe endowed with genius, like | 
the Germans of old, place their 
gloryin creating a wilderneſs around 
them. He who hath been occu- 
pied, for one half of his life, in 
the acquiſition of celebrity, ſpends 
the other in obſtructing the riſing 
generation. A cowardly, occult, 
and malignant jealouſy appears to 
be the characteriſtic of a modern 

man 
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man of letters. To draw the veil 
of obſcurity over dawning merit, 
to exclude her from the avenues to 
fame, to tread her down into the 
abyſs of oblivion, are the ignoble 
and oppreſſive arts adopted by the 
favourites of the Muſes amongſt 
us. Amongſt us, an applauded 
author would be himſelf the fole 
object of national attention. Mi- 
ſerable beings! there is fame enough 
for ye all, could ye but be fatisfied 
with a reaſonable portion of it. 


Thus 


—— T_T 
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Thus ſpake the lord abbot of 

Shrewſbury. The Black Prince 

concluded the diſcourſe, by de- 


claring, that, from what he could 
collect from hiſtory, he was firmly 


of opinion, that, in moſt things, 


the ancients poſſeſſed more mag- 


Here the duke ſuſpended his 


narration. 


F.#-8-#T 
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VISIT MVV. 


AT the next viſit the 
illuſtrious ſon of king Edward the 
Third thus continued the relation 
of his adventures : At length, we 
took leave of our courteous and 
learned hoſt, and ſet forward for 
Denbighſhire, purpoſing to repoſe 
that night at the palace of Owen 
Glendower, which lay near Cor- 
Vor. III. C wen, 
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wen, and not far from the ſpot - 
where Oſtorius the Roman gene- 
ral defeated the valorous, but un- 
fortunate Caractacus. We ſpurred 
our courſers, urging them to their 
utmoſt ſpeed, for we had more 
than thrice ten miles to meaſure, 
and the ſun now haſtened towards 
the weſtern horizon. We ſoon 
leave Oſweſtry behind us, and, 
having croſſed the dike of Offa, 
aſcend the Berwin mountains. 
Here we had not ridden far, when 
our ears were affailed by the ſound 
of weapons claſhing at a diſtance. 
To 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 27 


To our left there lay a deep glen, 
or rather a narrow vale, environed 
with ſteep precipices, and watered 
by a frigid ſtream that owed its 
origin to the neighbouring hills. 
From this quarter the found pro- 
ceeded. Imagining this to be ſome 
adventure, in which knightly 
proweſs might not prove unneceſ- 


fary, with one conſent. we turn 
our courſers towards the glen, and, 


deſcending with rapidity, ſoon eſpy 
two knights who are engaged in 
mortal combat. Befide them ſtood 
two venerable perſons, one of 


C 2 whom, 
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whom, by his attire, appeared to 


be an anchoret, the other a Ciſter- 
cian. Theſe ever and anon con- 
jured the wrathful warriors, for 
the ſake of Holy God, to ceaſe 
their fell encounter. 


But our interpoſition proved 
more powerful than theirs. We 
parted the two knights, the taller 
of whom was of Hibernian anceſ- 
try, and entitled Sir Phelim O Do- 
nelly; the other, a Cambro-Bri- 
ton, was Sir Cadwallo, renowned 
in thoſe parts for his gallantry 


and 


to 
ter- 


F © ? 


ved 
We 
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JOHN OF GAUNT. 25 
and courage. We enquired their 
cauſe of ſtrife, and were accoſted 
by Sir Phelim as follows: It is 
but lately, valorous knights, that 
I have quitted my native kingdom, 


with intent to improve myſelf in 
the exerciſe of chivalry. Not ma- 
ny hours ago, as I travelled yonder 
hills, I diſcovered at fome diſtance 


Sir Cadwallo, who, as well as my- 


ſelf, was armed and on horſeback. 
When I arrived within hearing, he 
lifted up his viſor, and pronounced 
in accents that were echoed far and 
wide, that Treſilda of Aberfraw 

C 3 was 
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was the moſt accompliſhed of her 
kind, and that none of mortal 
birth could be compared with her 
for beauty. Not ſo, fir knight, 
faid I, as long as there exiſts upon 
this earthly ball ſuch a damſel as 
Ellen of Ballinagarra. Whereup- 
on he defied me to arms. As this 


is a ſhady place, we retreated hi- 


ther, and commenced an obſtinate 
and bloody conflict, ſuch as ye 
beheld. This, firs, is our cauſe 
of quarrel. 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 31 
The Black Prince then replied ; 
As, doubtleſs, ye have performed 
unheard of acts of valour, in be- 
half of the fair ladies whom ye 


reſpectively adore, ye may now, 


conſiſtently with the uſages of chi- 
valry, return your faulchions to 
the ſcabbard, and reſt ſatisfied with 
the glory you have acquired. And 
furthermore, as ye have loſt much 


blood, I counſel ye to repair to 


vonder hermitage, and adminiſter 


to your wounds the neceſſary me- 
dicaments. The hermit and the 
Ciſtercian ſeconded this advice; 
C 4 the 
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the two adverſaries yielded, and, 
together with our whole company, 
aſcended to the cell, which was 
ſcooped in the fide of a mountain. 


The good anchoret without 


delay proceeded to dreſs the 


wounds of Sir Phelim and Cad- 
wallo. This done, he ſet before 
us ſuch humble viands as his dwel- 
ling afforded, bidding us, in the 


name of Heaven, be merry. My 


lord of Glouceſter aſked him how 


he could abide in ſuch a diſmal 
habitation, ſo remote from the 


ſociety 
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ſociety of men. Young warrior, 
replied he, theſe ſolitudes have al- 
lurements for the mind that is 
contem plative. We are not here 
ſo comfortleſs, as you ſeem to 
ſuppoſe. This venerable Ciſter- 
cian, who is a monk of Valle-Cru- 
cis, which lies beyond theſe moun- 
tains at the other fide of the Dee, 
comes frequently to viſit me in 
this ſequeſtered abode, and to de- 
light me with the charms of his 
| acquirements. Friar Antony, faid 
the hermit addreſſing the Cifter-- 
clan, be pleaſed to. take your harp, 

8 and 
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and let theſe noble knights hear 
the verſes you have compoſed in 
honour of theſe ſylvan regions. 
The Ciitercian acquieſced, and, 
having tuned his Cambrian lyre, 
ſung as follows : 


Mountains, whoſe herbleſs pinnacles deſpiſe 
The bitt'reft fury of December ſkies, 
Where ſullen Winter fits, and with inclement hand 
Shakes tempeſt o'er the deep, and deluge o'er the 

land, 

All hail! ftupendous as ye are; with joy, 
Perch'd on your lofty heads, my harp will I em- 
ploy, 
What time benignant Spring, with mirthful mien, 
Sprinkles your ſtony fides with tufts of green, 
And meet the health-beftowing blaſt, and dare 
Exalt myſelf to realms of upper air; 


And 
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And births of infant rivulets behold, 
That, toſs'd from rock to rock, are to the mea- 
dows roll 'd. 
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Oft have I ſhunn'd the Summer's noontide beam, 
Where Dee thro' woodlands pours her filver ſtream; 
Oft in the vaulted temple's rev'rend iſle, 

Where Valle-Cracis rears her ſteepled pile: 

Fam'd pile, where, day by day, Devotion fings, 8 
Till each rude cliff with notes ſeraphic ſings; a | FI 
While from their cots meek virgins ſteal to hear, 1 
And o'er the crumbling crags, forgetting fear, * 
Mute ſhepherds hang; enraptur'd Echo round, * 
Doubling with faithful voice the dulcet ſound. 


— 
— 


When o'er th' unmiſty ſummits Zephyrs blow, 
And the glad groves their verdant honours ſhow, 
Yon brooks I'll haunt, that from the highlands 

ſtray, 
(What brooks ſo limpid and ſo bright as they?) 
And moſs-clad ſteeps, where oaks in firm diſdain 
Forbid the tyrant ſtorm t* oppreſs the lowly plain. 


C 6 Shrube 
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_ Shrubs on the hillock bloſſom ; the kind breeze 
Betrays the ſ.ented treaſure to the bees: 
Lo! where the mountains lift their burniſh'd 
heads, 
The flow'ring furze its golden beauty ſpreads ; 
Here hawthorn deigns to bloom, here health can 
yield 
A purple glory to the deſart field. 
Sweet contemplation, daughter of the gods, 
Who lov'ſt to bleſs at times theſe lone abodes, 
With thee I'd roam, where never bloſſom ſmil'd, 
But the grey turf berobes the ragged wild ; 
With thee to where imperial Snowden ſhrouds 
His melancholy forehead midſt the clouds, 
There, rais'd apart from his aſprring peers, 
Weeps his loſt woods in loudly-guſhing tears ; 
Aerial heights, whoſe atmoſphere convey | 
Another nature to this mortal clay ; 
Free our etherial part from earth's controul, 
Swell ev'ry jot of worth within the ſoul; 
Enlight'ning, and ennobling, till the mind 
Contemns the cunning ſapience of mankind ; 
Freedom, thy laſt retreat ; when impious pow'r 
Thine over- boaſted glories would devour, 


3 CC. OO 22 — — 
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And 
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ere And quench thy ſacred fire, ſome chief, a patriot 
name, | 'FY 
h'd Hither ſhall ſpeed his flight, to fave the dying = 
flame. rnd 
-an o that ſome ſprite would magically bear 4 


This body thro? yon empire vaſt of air, 

To Alps remote, that, from old Nature's birth, 
Have ſtood the fence and ornament of earth ; 

Or Andes, that, enwrapt in aged ſnow, 

Survey the ſubje elements below ; 

Above embattled clouds to view, where rain, 
Winds, fire, and exhalations ſtrife maintain, 

See ſtorm by ſtorm, by thunders thunders driv'n, 
And feel my lifted being half in Heaven 


High Heay'n, the race of man, in times of 
On ſome fair mount delighted to adore ; 
Th' immortal pow'rs imagination made 
'Thence gave, 'twas thought, their oracles and aid ; 
And thence glad off rings, or afflicted cries, 
Could earn a ſwifter paſſage to the ſkies. 
Where Athos, Offea, Pelion, Ida ſoar d, 
Some Dryad was appeas d, ſome god implor'd; 

ang, Parnaſſus 
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Parnaſſus ſoon grew ſacred to the Nine, 

Cithzron to the deity of wine; 

Green Mznalus had Pan, Apollo Pindus' grove, 

And proud Olympus was the throne of Jove. 

Sinai beneath thy lightnings ſhook with awe, 

When thou, the true Eternal, gav'ſt thy hallow'd 
law ; 

Thine too was Horeb, thy Almighty will 

Nam'd Zion dread Jehovah's holy hill; 

Oft on the mount of Olives Chriſt would tell 

Of faith, of charity, of heav'n, and tell; 

Oft to Moriah's rocky feats retire, 

Mourn for a guilty world, and glorify his Sire, 


Friar Anthony ceaſed the fong : 
we returned him our thanks for 
the gratification he had afforded us. 
And now Owen Glendower re- 
minded us of Corwen. But the 
anchoret, looking out from the cell, 
Pro- 


proclaimed that a hideous ſtorm of 
wind and rain was approaching 
from the ſouth-weſt, and exhort- 
ed us to remain for that night in 
the hermitage. We readily ac- 
cepted this propoſal ; and our ve- 
nerable hoſt, with the aſſiſtance of 
friar Antony, provided a blazing 
fire of turf and faggots, which im- 
parted to the cavern a chearful aſ- 
pet. He then unhooked a flitch 
of bacon, whereof with quivering 
hand he cut divers ſlices, which, 
placed upon the coals, created a 
pleaſant crackling, and emitted no 

2 


unſavoury 
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unfavoury odour. Friar Antony 
put down ſome freſh eggs to boil, 
which the Black Prince ſuperin- 
tended. To blow the fire was 
mine: Owen Glendower ſupplied 
it with fuel. Chaucer and the 
pilgrim repaired the table; the 
lord Ferdinand Fitzwarrenne rec- 
tified the ſtools ; the lady Barba- 
rina dreſſed a ſallad, and the dukes 
of York and Glouceſter turned the 
raſhers on the coals. Thus every 
one (as well it beſeemed us) did 
ſomething for the general good; 
the wounded knights excepted, 


who 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 4 
who fate in the chimney-corner. 


In fine, we were very comfortable. 


Supper cooked, we drew round 
the table, and enjoyed our repaſt 
with hilarity and content. The 
anchoret produced a rundlet of 
good ale, three noggins, and an | 
earthen cup, out of which homely 
. utenſils we quaffed the nut-brown 
beverage. Wine, it hath been 
ſaid, unlocks the heart of man: 
ale alſo, I imagine, is poſſeſſed of 
the like quality. For the hoſpi- 
table hermit addreſſed us -in theſe 

words: 
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words : (but firſt, the lady Barba- 
rina, who was ſleepy, and fatigued 
with the length of her journey, 
went to bed in a little cloſet that 
was hewn out of the rock, and 
where, upon ſome heath, with a 
blanket overſpreading it, the ſlept 
very pleaſantly, as ſhe owned to 
us the next morning) our hoſt, 


I fay, accoſted us as follows: My 
children, forty winters have paſ- 
ſed over this grey head, fince firſt 
I made choice of this retreat among 
the mountains. I entered into life 
with a deſire to enjoy its luxuries : 

my 
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my patrimony was rich; my de- 
ſcent not inconſiderable. Accord- 
ingly my acquaintance was dili- 
gently deſired by ſeveral young vo- 
luptuaries, whoſe incomes were un- 
equal to the grandeur of their de- 
ſigns. Many, whom I had but 
ſlightly known in my boyiſh days, 
cried, Come, let us renew our an- 
cient friendſhip ; the ſimilarity of 
our taſtes ſeems to form us for in- 
timacy. 


My children, be not ready to 
make friendſhip with every knight, 


who 
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who ſnatches you under his arm, 


and faith, let us be as brethren, 
and offers you the loan of his lance 


or his habergeon. True merit is 


reſerved ; ſhe will not cheapen her 
own value by an obtruſive familia 


rity. 


After ſpending great ſums in 


ſons, moſt of whom I ſupplied 
with money, and by whom I was 
repaid with adulation alone, I fell 
into the company of other youth- 
ful knights, (but of ample inheri- 

tances) 


the ſociety of theſe friendly per- 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 45 
tances) who affected to be ine 
hearted people, and to be poſſeſſed 
of a great deal of ſpunk. This 
laſt is a term of remote antiquity, 
having been in uſe amongſt our 
Saxon predeceſſors ; it hath been 
lately revived in the reign of Ed- 
ward the Second. To have ſpunk, 
was to be ſelf-willed, hot-headed, 


_ prodigal, and turbulent, without 


a ſingle grain of true ſpirit or un- 
derſtanding. 


Here the Black Prince thanked 
the hermit for his deſcription of 
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this quality; for though my bro- 
ther was bleſt with all the ſpirit of 
a hero, he had been early in the 
habit of deſpiſing men of unk. 


To have a fine heart, was 
to be drunk every day, to give 


money, without conſidering whe- 
ther it was well or ill beſtowed, 
and, in more caſes than one, to be 
the dupe of the undeſerving. To 
have a fine heart, was to do infi- 
nite miſchief to one's ſelf and to 
others, with this barren conſola- 
tion, that it was not the reſult of 
a miſ- 
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a miſchievous intention. A fine 
heart implies having a legion of 
ſtarving creditors, and owing more 
than one hath a proſpect of being 
ever able to pay. 


vas 
ve Such, valorous ſtrangers, were 
e- the principles and character of the 
d, knights with whom I formed my 
* ſecond aſſociation. We dwelt, as 


it were, in taverns, and in the 
ſtews: we diced, and roared, and 
ſung, from the evening till the 
morning, from noon to the ſet- 
ting-ſun ; then renewed our pota- 

tions, 
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tions, bleſſing God that we had 
Sunk, and were fine-hearted fel- 
lows, and excluding from all title 
to ſpirit or benevolence ſuch as 
ſcrupled to act as fooliſhly and as 
ruinouſly as we did. Thus I 
waſted my eſtate. The tavern- 
keeper called me a noble-minded 
knight, the directreſs of the ſtews 
pronounced me a lovely gentleman. 
By degrees I loſt my hilarity of 
temper : my nerves became racked 
with my repeated intoxication, and 
ſleep refuſed any longer to befriend 
My days were conſumed in 

inelegant 


1 
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weary of having unk, and of li- 
ving with fine-bearted people. 
What augmented my chagrin, 
was my obſerving that thoſe whom 
we conſidered as devoid not only 
of punk, but of goodneſs of heart 
alſo, were nevertheleſs accounted 
by the world in general to poſſeſs 
as much ſpirit as we did, and to 


be equal, nay ſuperior to us, in 


deeds of generofity. I adopted, 
Var, III. D there- 
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therefore, the reſolution of be- 
coming a new man, and of retriey- 
ing, if poſſible, the diſorder of my 
revenues. I quitted the worthy 
perſons by whoſe example I had 
been ruined, and felt, of a ſudden, 
an inclination for literature, 


As I have retired for ever from 
the buſy haunts of men, and have 
dedicated to religion the refidue of 


my days, I have avjured all vanity, 


and will turn out my heart to your 
minuteſt examination. My defire 
of diſtinction, then, took a diffe- 

rent 
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rent aim, and I panted for the glo- 
ries due to learning and to genius. 
Alas ! feeble were my pretenſions 
to this ſpecies of applauſe: I miſ- 
took the love of letters for the ta- 
lent of compoſition, 


There was, at this time, a 


knight with whoſe intimacy I was 


honoured; (for though his fortune 
and extraction were inferior to 
mine, it was an honour to be 
reckoned among the number of 
his intimates) a knight, who poſ- 
ſeſſed neither ſpunk, nor a fine 
D 2 beart, 
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heart, but who, by continued ſtu. 
dy, had improved his natural 
parts to a degree which acquired 
him conſiderable renown. In my 
rage, firs, for literary glory, I at- 
tached myſelf with unremitted at- 
tention to this knight, in the hope 
at once to profit by his advice and 
his example. Though, doubtleſs, 
he was ſenſible of the mediocrity 
of my endowments, he aſſiſted me 
with cheerfulneſs, and encouraged 
my endeavours ; refle ting, that, 
if the higher and more ſplendid 
ranks of fame were beyond my 


reach, 
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reach, I might nevertheleſs ſuc- 
ceed to a ſubaltern fituation. 


For ſome time we lived in har- 
mony : we were ſeldom aſunder. 
At length the dzmon of envy took 
poſſeſſion of my breaſt. From my 
hte habits of diſſipation I was in- 
capable of ſtudy ; from the weak- 
neſs of my abilities I deſpaired of 
celebrity. I felt that I had no real 
love for this knight, whoſe ſociety 
I had courted ; his application, 
his perfections gave umbrage to 
my ſoul ; his ſucceſs embittered 

| D 3 - 1 
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my thoughts; though no man was 
ever more defirous of concealing 
the ſuperiority of his faculties from 
thoſe with whom he lived, or loved 


more to place himſelf on an equa- 


lity with his companions. His 
wit was never painful, he was un- 
aſſuming, unoffending, even to a 
proverb. Perhaps I deteſted him 
for this very virtue, and would have 
been far better pleaſed, had he af- 
forded me ſome pretext for treating 
him with malevolence. In fine, 
I had an inclination to moleſt his 
tranquillity. 

Here 
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VISIT XX). 


THE following day 
John of Gaunt thus continued his 
narration: Man, faid our courteous 


hoſt, is often a ſtranger to the 


meanneſs of his own heart. Envy 
and jealouſy diſguiſe their deformed 
figure in the garb of goodneſs and 
wiſdom. Amongſt the various 
forms in which malice preſents 
herſelf, 


y 
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herſelf, that of giving advice is 
neither the leaſt plauſible, nor the 
leaſt diſhoneſt. It is a fraud com- 
mitted upon virtue ; it is forging 
her name to an inſtrument of tur- 
pitude. Accordingly I plied my 
friend with the moſt invidious ad- 
monitions that hatred could deviſe, 
and delivered them with a malici- 
ous mildneſs which envenomed 
them ſtill more. I ſcrutinized his 
defects, (for who is free from de- 
fects?) and delighted to inſinuate 


them to him on every occaſion: 


This ſpurious fincerity at once gra 
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tifies our ſpleen, from a perſuaſion 
that we are reducing others to the 
level of ourſelves, and flatters our 
ſelf- love by a reſemblance to be- 


nignity. 


My next object was to form a 
conſpiracy of a few worthleſs fel- 
lows, like myſelf, for the purpoſe 
of abuſing and tormenting my be- 
nefactor. We viſited him fre- 
quently in a friendly way; and em- 
ployed ourſelves in caſting oblique 
refſections on his birth, which was 
not noble, and on his fortunes, 
, which 
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which were ſcanty and precarious. 
We ſometimes invited him to din- 
ner, to the end that, unguarded 
in the convivial hour, and ſuſpect- 
Ing no miſchief while in the arms 
of hoſpitality, he might feel our 
pre-concerted and malignant at- 
tacks with double ſurprize and 
vexation. Thus the ancient bar- 
barians made feaſts for thoſe they 
hated, that they might have a bet- 
ter opportunity of cutting their 
throats. But this perfidious exer- 
ciſe could not often be repeated. 

D 6 The 


II 


E a a Jon 
\ 7 i. w—a_ + 4 
N 9 
| —_— | 


TP. PT. * - -@ 
,* = 


: wut s 


a 
= > 47 


; 
*. 
2 

— 
= 


— — — th -— — 
+ uh 


6 ADVENTURES Oy 


The knight perceived our baſeneſs, 
and abandoned our ſociety. 


Our laſt reſort was to endeavour 
to turn him into ridicule. Infatu- 
ated wretches ! we were as dwarfs 
provoking the giant. With the 
aſſiſtance of my companions, I : 
contrived to ſcribble a moſt miſer- ' 
able lampoon, or, to ſpeak more 
juſtly, an attempt at a lampoon, 
which we handed about diligently 

"amongſt our acquaintances, and 
conveyed to ſuch places as we 
knew the knight frequented. My 


pro- 
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JOHN OF GAUNT. 6 
production met univerſally with 
the contempt it well merited. But 


the hour of vengeance was now ar- 


rived. There is a point at which 
forbearance will be exhauſted. The 
knight, in a few verſes, repaid me 
with ſuch exquiſite ridicule and 
ſeverity, as I found it impoſſible 
to withſtand. The town rang of 
my overthrow, as deſerved as it 
was unpitied ; the verſes were com- 
mitted to memory and to writing, 
and my name and my diſhonour 
proclaimed throughout the nation. 
In fine, I became the jeſt of every 
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one: I funk in the eſteem of the 
ſenſible and the good, and even 
thoſe who had encouraged me to 
compoſe my lampoon, were the 
foremoſt to enjoy my unexampled 
humiliation. Diſguſted with all 
around me, and deſpiſing myſelf, I 
fled to theſe lonely regions. Luc- 
kily the holy perſon who firſt oc- 
cupied this abode had juſt yielded 
his laſt breath. I purchaſed the 


cave from his executors, and had 
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the furniture at a fair valuation. k 
Since that time I have lived here a 
recluſe, lamenting the folly and 
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JOHN OF GAUNT. 63 
the perfidy of my behaviour, which 
had tempted me to exchange a ſin- 
cere and eaſy friend for a bitter and 


inexorable enemy. 


Here the anchoret concluded his 
ſtory. We conſumed the night 
(which proved tem peſtuous) in va- 
rious converſation, renewing our 
fire with freſh piles of turf, and 
circulating the nut-brown beye- 
rage. Often, in the gorgeous halls 
of Windſor and the Savoy *, when 


* A palace in Weſtminſter, belonging to the 
duke of Lancaſter, 


quaffing 
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quaffing in gold and ſilver the juice 
of the Gallic grape, do I remem- 
ber me, with a ſmile, of the nog- 
gins of that anchoret, and of the 
palatable raſhers which he gave 
with ſuch good will. Theſe reflec- 
tions likewiſe recall to my remem- 
brance the pleaſantneſs and conde- 
ſcenſion of that ineſtimable hero, 
whoſe ſpirit is in the heavens; I 
ponder on the adventures of our 
youthful days, on the ſcenes which 
we have acted together, and ſigh to 
think that all hath long vaniſhed 
like a viſion. 
I Here 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 6; 
Here the lord duke of Lanca- 

ſter ſhed tears, and the noble earl 

of Marche looked melancholy. 

I am growing old and infirm ; 
I am declining into the vale of 
years ; it is time for me to retire 
from the unſatisfactory grandeur of 
this ſublunary life, and to prepare 
4 
of hereafter. 


But to return. No ſooner had 
the welcome dawn looked out from 
the towers of heaven, than we 
awoke 
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awoke the lady Barbarina, and, 
quitting the hermitage, proceeded 
on our journey. The hermit and 
friar Antony had beſtowed on us 
their bleſſing, with promiſes to 
pray for our good fortune at Car- 
narvon. The Hibernian knight 
and Sir Cadwallo, notwithſtanding 
their grievous wounds, were de- 
termined to accompany us thither. 


The morning was freſh; we 
ſpeeded over the mountains to Cor- 
wen. Owen Glendower and Sir 
Cadwallo magnified their country ; 

Sir 


A 
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Sir Phelim O*Donelly deemed 
Wicklow ſuperior to it. The 
ſeeds of contention were a ſecond 
time ſown, and would ſoon have 
blazed fourth into acts of hoſtile 
rigour, had not Chaucer cried out 
that a manſion was in view, which 
he doubted not was the reſidence of 
the high-born Glendower. This 
agreeable information allayed the 
rifing diſcord, and diſpoſed all par- 
ties to hunger after a breakfaſt. 
Morever the illuſtrious Owen, be- 
ing now on his own domains, eſ- 
teemed himſelf already our hoſt, 
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6 ADVENTURES OF 
and was eager to diſplay his cour- 
teſy to his royal and valiant gueſts. 


Ere long we reached his palace- 
yard, which favoured of rude fim- 
plicity : thence we entered the 
great hall, which was dark, ex- 
tenſive, low, and duſty : the ſpi- 
ders cxercifed dominion over it. 
On the walls was ranged 4 profu- 
ſion of buck's horns, ragged hau- 
berks, targets worm-eaten, un- 
ſcowered morions and battle-axes. 
Here and there hung a ſmoky por- 
trait of ſome Cambrian, great in 

arms, 
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arms, whoſe once - ruddy cheeks 
were now faded to a faint yellow, 
and whoſe fierceneſs and whiſkers 
ſoftened down by the hand of 
time, till they were ſcarcely dif- 
cernable to haſty obſcrvation. We 
perambulated his gardens, as far 
as the weeds would let us, and be- 
held a wide hollow, which was 
erſt a fiſh-pond, but now diſgraced 
by green mud and briars. The 
chimneys of his palace were be- 
girt with ivy, the roof overgrown 
with moſs and houſeleek. 
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Breakfaſt was at length an- 
nounced, which conſiſted of invi- 
gorating viands, We had a vaſt 
veniſon-paſty, ſmoking hot from 
the oven, three hams, and a large 
diſh of turnips. Our ale was ſpic- 
ed, and in no wile inferior to what 
we had drunk with the holy her- 
mit. The courteſy of Owen ſhone 
eminently in this repaſt ; for he 
had often heard the Black Prince 
and myſelf declare that we had a 
particular affection for a veniſon- 
paſty. 
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We made no long delay at the 
palace of Glendower. The day of 
tournament was near at hand, and 
we glowed with impatience to be 
preſent at Carnarvon. At Caer y 
Druid we crofled the river Dee, 
and, having hurried over a bar- 
ren diſtrict, reached the town of 
Llanrwſt, which is fituated in a 
vale near the foot of the Snowden 
mountains. Here we halted a lit- 
tle while, to procure ſome drops 
of hartſhorn for the lady Barba- 
rina, whoſe veniſon had diſagreed 
with 


*2 ADVENTURES or 
with her. A courteous apothe- 


III 


cary ſupplied us with the doſe. 
From Llanrwſt we re- aſcended 
the mountains, through the vener- 
able woods of Gwedir, and, with 
. a flow and cautious pace, pervaded 


a wild foreſt, clevated, craggy, 
and echoing the murmurs of a 
neighbouring caſcade, where the 
Conway precipitates, down three 
abrupt deſcents, its foaming and 
indignant waters. We ſoon left 
the foreſt behind, and found our - 
ſelves amidſt a ſcene of utter deſo- 

lation. 
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lation. Here Winter was never 
known to lay aſide her iron ſcep- 
ter. Here bleak Sterility had eſta- 
bliſhed her throne ; the hawk and 
the cagle were her only viſitants. At 
length we arrived at a rocky pre- 
cipice, over which was a rugged 
pathway, formed in many places 
into winding ſtone ſtairs, up and 
down which it was neceſſary for 
our courſers to paſs. We alight, 
and, leading them by the bridle, 
deſcend with difficulty to a narrow 
defile, through which there is an 
entrance to the vale of Llanberris. 

Vea. 1 E This 
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This favage, but pictureſque abode, 
is overhung by ſtupendous cliffs, 
compoſed of immenſe maſſes of a 
browniſh ſtone, without a ſingle 
vegetable to variegate their horrid- 
neſs. Further on it widens, and 
is terminated by two lakes which 
lengthwiſe extend to the diſtance of 
four miles. Above ſoars Snow- 
den, ſublime in clouded majeſty, 
at whoſe baſe lie a few humble 
huts, and a church of great anti- 


quity. 


ULE 
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Some furlongs hence, upon a 
graſſy eminence that overlooks the 
lake, ſtands a fair round tower, 
adding beauty to the ſcene. To 
repairing, when a peaſant of the 
hamlet, who perceived our deſign, 
conjured us, in the name of the 
ſanctified Virgin, to beware of ap- 
proaching that accurſed habitation. 
A caitiff, faid he, dwells there, 
who is more wicked than Barab- 
bas. For the court before the 
tower is hollowed underneath, and 
lightly covered over with hurdles, 
—-- which 
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which are hidden by a thin coat of 
earth and gravel. At the door 
ſtands the caitiff, a man ſtricken 
in years, clad in a fable garment, 
and holding a roſary of prodigious 
length. He invites the unwary 
paſſenger to reſt beneath his roof, 
who, deceived by the courteous ap- 
pearance of the inviter, approaches, 
and, treading on the treacherous 
ground, falls ſwiftly many hundred 
fathoms deep, to a dark and diſ- 
mal dungeon, where, if he be not 
already without life, he is left to 
die of hunger. The caitiff and 
: 8 
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77 
then 


deſcend by a ladder, and with lan- 


ty 
ky 
2 
hy 
* 


panions 


of his armour or apparel, 
or whatſoever elſe he hath about 


him. 


Therefore, noble ſtrangers, 


Here the peaſant held his peace. 
What followed, illuſtrious Mor- 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 


the felons his comp 
10 


thorns, and deſpoil the unhappy 
timer, ſhall be related at our next 


meeting. 


for the ſake of holy Chriſt, go not 


near that abominable tower. 


V 


* 
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FISIT XX. 


ON the enſuing day 
the duke thus proceeded : Now 
this, my lord of Marche, was an 
adventare, which we could not in 
any wiſe conſent to forego. With 
ſuch outrageous caitiffs we delight- 
ed to meet, to the end that we 
might chaſtiſe them, and ſuccour 
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the diſtreſſed objects of their in- 
credible barbarity. 


It was now evening. We re- 
treated to the cottage of - the kind 
peaſant already mentioned, whoſe 
aged head was ornamented with a 
profuſion of white hair, which 
emulated the new-fallen ſnows. It 
had been, for many years, his oc- 
cupation to conduct the curious 
traveller to the ſummit of Snow- 
den, at whoſe baſe he dwelt, and 
to magnify the wonders of this 
ſublime and famous mountain. 

* E 4 With 
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With him, then, we conſulted in 
what manner we might beſt aſſault 


the caſtle of the caitiff, reſolving, 
as ſoon as night had overſhadowed 


the heavens and earth, to put in 


execution the plan we ſhould agree 
upon. 


Our hoary- headed hoſt was in 
poſſeſſion of a ſmall boat, for the 
purpoſe of fiſhing on the lakes. 
In this it was determined that we 
ſhould embark at dead of night, 
and proceed to the eminen&e on 
which the tower ſtood, and where 

was 
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was chiſſelled in the rock a ſteep 
and narrow flight of ſtairs. At 
length the hour appointed was 
arrived. The lord Ferdinand Fitz- 
warrenne and the lady Barbarina, 
with Chaucer and the pilgrim, 
neither of whom had a coat of 
mail, remain in the cottage, while 
the reſt of us put off in the boat, 
and with filence and caution reach 
the place of deſtination. We aſ- 
cend the rock ; we gain the outer 
wall, which we ſcale by the aſſiſ- 
tance of one another; but no 
ſooner have we ſet foot within the 


E 5 yard, 
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yard, then a maſtiff commences 
an immoderate barking, which 
alarms the caitiff and his com- 
panions. Forthwith there iſſued 
from the tower a gigantic warrior, 
caſed in ſhining ſteel, and armed 
with a maſſive mace which he 
wielded with prodigious power. 
He dealt the duke of Glouceſter a 
moſt furious blow, which felled 
him to the pavement. Incenſed 
at this, the Black Prince with his 
faulchion ſmote the caitiff ſo vi- 
gorouſly on the helmet, that he 
ccled to fro; his arms hung nerve- 
lefs 
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teſs by his fides, and his weapon 
forſook his hand. 


By this time the other felons 
came pouring forth upon us with 
impetuoſity and valour. One of 
them, a brawny churl, affailed me 
with a pole-axe: I evaded the 
coming ſtroke, and (excuſe, my 
lord, the egotiſm of a talkative 
old man) ſeized him by the mid- 
dle with both my arms; then 
flung him over the battlements 
into the lake which lay beneath 
them. The Black Prince, the 

E 6 duke 
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duke of York, Sir Phelim and Sir 
Cadwallo were not backward to 
imitate my example ; each graſp- 
ing his adverſary by the waiſt, 
hurled him with hideous force into 
the water. The few that remained, 
affrighted at the fate of their com- 


panions, implored our clemency, 
and ſurrendered up their arms. 


We next entered into the tower, 
in queſt of its inhuman owner, 
whom we found half dead with 
fear. At our command the caitiffs, 
whoſe lives we had juſt ſpared, 

erected 


& '4 
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erected on the top of Snowden, as 
ſoon as day appeared, a gibbet 
ſtrong and high, on which they 
hung their late chieftain, a play- 
thing for the winds, and proviſion 
for the rook and raven. Mariners 
at ſea deſcried him, and marvelled 
at the phenomenon. This great 
act of juſtice performed, we ex- 
plored the dungeon: here we found 
a forlorn friar, who was almoſt 
dead with hunger. He had ſtrength 


enough, however, remaining, to 


anſwer our enquiries in the follow- 
ing words: I have always had an 
affection, 
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affection, worthy warriors, for the 
ſcience of botany. About two 
days ago I departed from Carnar- 
von, with intent to gratify this de- 


86 


fire upon Snowden and the adjoin- 
ing mountains, which, as I have 
been informed, abound in uncom- 
mon vegetables. In an unlucky 
hour did I journey by this caſtle ; 
for the caitiff, whom ye have hang- 
ed, ſtood venerably at the gate, 
and, with enticing accents, be- 
ſought me to enter, and partake of 
invigorating viands. I was hun- 
gry, (the atmoſphere being keen in 

— 1 
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| theſe parts) and accepted his falſe 
invitation. But, as I crofled the 
court-yard with a grateful celerity, 
the ground, alas! gave way, and I 
had ſcarce time to cry out God 
help me,” when I ſunk to a hor- 
rid depth ; it was as if I had been 
plunging into purgatory. By good 
providence there projected from 
the ſide of the pit, more than half 
way downwards, the ſtump of an 
old tree, which arreſted the tail of 
my frock as I deſcended. For 
ſome minutes I was pendent in a 
poſture the moſt alarming. By 


my 
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my ſtruggles I at length diſengaged 
my apparel, and fell without much 
hurt to the bottom of this abode. 
Had it not been (bleſſed be holy 
David) for that ſtump of a tree, 
which kindly broke my fall, I 
ſhould aſſuredly have factured ei- 
ther my members or my ſkull. 


Here the friar finiſhed his ſtory. 
we wound him up by pullies, 
(for he was too feeble to mount a 
ladder) and cauſed him to recruit 
his frame with ſome mulled fack 
and nutmeg. 


The 
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The ſun now prepared to glad 
the world with his brightneſs ; we 
abandoned the tower, and rejoined 
our companions at the cottage. 
Soon after we ſet forward, a migh- 
ty ſquadron, for Carnarvon: Our 
road lay over the mountains, near 
the margin of the lakes, narrow, 
winding, craggy, like that which 
had led us to Llanberris. But ere 
long our eyes were gratified with 
a grand and delicious proſpect of 
the whole iſland of Angleſey, the 
ſtrait of the Menai, and its woody 
ſhores, and preſently of the war- 

uke 
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like and beauteous towers of Car- 
narvon. Meanwhile the friar, who 
accompanied his deliverers, enter- 
tained us with an account of his 
travels to the remarkable iſle of 
Staffa, which is one of the He- 
brides. He deſcribed to us the 


cave of Fingal in a manner which 


excited in us a curioſity to behold 


it; inſomuch that the Black Prince 
propoſed a journey thither, as ſoon 
as the tournament of Carnarvon 
ſhould be concluded. We embraced 
the motion with joy : our ſouls 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 97 
thirſted to witneſs the wonders of 
the Weſtern iſles. 


And now we began to gain the 
level country. The lofty turrets 
of Carnarvon faluted our longing 
eyes. Hail! ſtubborn fortreſs, I 
cried, ſplendid and auguſt reſidence 
of heroes: I venerate and adore 
the memory of thy founder , my 
magnificent and triumphant pro- 


genitor. At length we reached 

the town, which was crouded with 

knights and ſquires, dames, uſhers, 
„Edward I, 

damſels, 
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damſels, and many a warlike baron 
of ancient and illuſtrious pedigree. 
Here grooms were leading the 
proudly - neighing courſers, there 
ſweated the armourer at his anvil ; 
all Carnarvon reſounded with pre- 
parations for the approaching tour- 
nament. Every lodging was taken; 


in every window were ladies, either 
vamping their attire, or diſplaying 
their divine perfections to the war- 
riors in the ſtreets. Here alſo we 
beheld the lady Matilda and the 
lady Emmeline, Sir Marmaduke, 
and the lady Hermundura, Sir 

Hubert, 


2 
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Hubert, and Sir Humphrey de 
Waverley, with many other knights 
who had been priſoners to the rob- 
ber Raymond. 


It was now deemed decorous 
that we ſhould diſcover our high 
quality. We lifted up our beavers, 
while our ſquires gave due notice 
to the warders at the caſtle-gate 
what perſons of noble lineage were 
approaching. Forthwith every 
avenue re- echoed with Long live 
the heroic Black Prince, and the 
great duke of Lancaſter, with Vork 

and 
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and Glouceſter, their brave and 
knightly brethren. The trumpets 
ſounded from the battlements ; the 
men at arms were drawn up in or- 
der ; the carl of Saliſbury, the go- 
vernor, came forth to receive us. 
So vaſt was the throng, that with 
difficulty we could prance into the 


great court of the caſtle, where 
damſels of high condition were 


gazing on us from the windows. 


Prodigious was our admiration up- 


on entering ; for nothing can ex- 
ceed the beauty, nothing equal the 


grandeur of this ample edifice. 
| We 
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munda and Ermenilda took her 
up to their own apartment, where 
doubtleſs ſhe diſcloſed to them the 
ſecrets of her ſoul. The damſels 
of the counteſs aſſiſted us to un- 
arm, and waſhed us with ſoap and 
warm water. After which we ar- 
rayed ourſelves in veſtments of 
violet fatin, and repaired to the 
grand hall, where divers knights 
and nobles were waiting to be pre- 
ſented to us. We wore on that 
day the enſigns of the garter, as 
well for the glory of the order it- 
ſelf, as in honour of the counteſs 


hoſt 
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a garter having dropt, at a ball in 
the caſtle of Windſor, my royal 
father took occaſion to inſtitute 
this knighthood. 


Ere long the ladies re-appeared, 
adorned with the brighteſt jewels, 
and with the moſt ſumptuous ha- 
biliments. Two pages ſupported 
the vaſt train of our illuſtrious 
hoſteſs ; the ladies Sigiſmunda and 
Ermenilda had one each; the lady 
Barbarina had not any. Full ſtate- 
ly did they walk down the hall, 
receiving from the knights and 

Vox. II. F barons, 
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barons, who bowed on either fide, 


the compliments and praiſes due 


to their celeſtial beauty. But the 
lady Ermenilda was the faireſt of 
the fair. Moſt eloquent and ſu- 
blime were the ſpeeches of the 
Prince of Wales to this peerleſs 
and tranſcendent pattern of all per- 
fection, and none who ſaw and 
heard him on this pompous day, 
but prayed the heavens for his ſuc- 
ceſs with that rigorous and pre- 
cious maiden. 


But 
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But love, alas! is not always to 
be won by the exalted condition, 
or even virtues, of the wooer. 
The youthful heir-apparent of the 
noble houſe of Aubrey, a race leſs 
renowned for opulence than for 


antiquity, had long ſince pre-oc- 


cupied with his love- inſpiring 
image the affections of the lady 
Ermenilda. But more of this 


anon, 


A banquet, ſuch as monarchs 
might give, now ſmoked upon the 
glittering tables. As for me, my 

F 2 wonted 
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wonted appetite forſook me ; the 
graces of the lady Siſgiſmunda, by 
whom I fate, made too deep an 
imprethon on my heart, to permit 
any other object to participate in 
my attention. I uttered the ten- 
dereſt ſayings that could proceed 
from the lips of man, to which 
ſhe liſtened with a gracious deport- 


ment, allowing me, ever and anon, 


to help her to ſuch meats as lay 
within my reach, and to perſuade 
her to eat of the fame. The duke 
of Glouceſter was ſmitten by the. 
all-ſubduing eyes of the lady Mar- 


garetta, 


JOHN OF GAUNT. ror 
garetta, daughter of the lord Chan- 
dos; nor was Sir Phelim O Do- 
nelly inattentive to our noble hoſ- 

teſs, who ſeemed not to diſlike the 
afſiduities of that Hibernian. But 
Treſilda of Aberfraw engroſſed the 
heart of Sir Cadwallo. 
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I will not trouble you, my 
lord of Marche, with a rehearſal 
of what gallant ſpeeches, what jo- 
cular and witty fallies, what prince- 
ly demeanour, and what enchant- 
ing condeſcenſion were viſible at 
this repaſt. I will ceaſe for the 
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VISIT Al. 


THE duke, at the 
next meeting, ſpoke as follows: 
The governor of the caſtle, the 
courteous earl of Saliſbury, and 
his all-accompliſhed counteſs, were 
not a little delighted with the at- 
tachment of the Prince of Wales 
to their adorable kinſwoman, the 
lady Ermenilda. Already did they 
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104 ADVENTURES OF 
exult in the proſpect of alliance 
with the royal blood of England, 
and baniſh from their favour the. 
fon of the baron Aubrey. But 
not ſo the lovely Ermenilda. More 
chilling were her looks than the 
blaſt on the forehead of Snowden ; 
notwithſtanding that the Black 
Prince urged the ardour of his 
flame with all the eloquence that 
a paſſion ſo exalted could inſpire. 


The ball which followed was 
in every reſpect anſwerable to the 
magnificence of the feaſt. The 

Black 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 105 
Black Prince and the lady Erme- 
nilda led the dance: I had for my 
partner the irreſiſtible lady Sigiſ- 
mund. The counteſs of Saliſbury 
had forſworn this diverſion, ever 
fince the accident of her garter ; 
being grieved and offended at the 
malevolent conſtruction which 
thoſe envious of her beauty had 
put upon that circumſtance, You 
know, my lord of Marche, that 
king Edward, my father, hath 
perpetuated the rebuke which he 
gave to their maliciouſneſs on that 
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106 ADVENTURES Of 
motto of the new created order. 
The counteſs, then, would not 
dance, but diſcourſed in a pleaſing 
manner with Sir Phelim O Do- 
nelly. 


Theſe feſtivities concluded, the 
ladies retired to their reſpective 
chambers, and we, their faithful 
knights, to the gardens, where, 
wandering in detached parties, we 
converſed of love. And here I 
cannot avoid relating an adventure 
which befell myſelf, and which 
aſſuredly was aukward and diſtreſs- 
ful, 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 107 
ful. I had withdrawn with the 
duke of York to a certain part of 
the garden which lay beneath the 
windows of the caſtle, and was 
employed in reproving him for his 
indolence and want of taſte, in 
not devoting himſelf to be the 
ſlave and thrall of ſome beauteous 
damſel. While in the midſt of 
my diſcourſe, I perceived ſome- 
thing tall and white in a caſement 
overhead. Now as the object of 
my affection had been attired in a 
white robe, I concluded this to be 
the lady Sigiſmunda, who doubt- 

F 6 leſs, 


nnn 
mog 4 . 

* 4 a * = ww. - 
wart tic an : <a : 


* 3 - 

- » ah - ” - 
3 

& — 2 — 


2 >>> Mo ww TS 
2 * 4 — — = - 
— v« & 3 
z;7* I. * 4 _ n * * - _ 
_ _ _ — - 1 . , 2 
b * 1 - +, 0 = » © C — * 
- -- 1 o©-»4 0 : * ; * 
: - R 


— 4 — 
—_ * 


= 
„ — oÞ = „ * = 
„ .— 
. - * 
- 1 * 


19 5 = y 
* how w PRES „„ os . 
WW — 
- * 0 ' CY "% 1 = 2 


, 
= 

4 

8 - 


—_ 
12 85 
138 


f . - 
1 

1 
„ 7 


cos ADVENTURES OF 

leſs, thought I, hath a deſire to 
obſerve the heavens, or enjoy the 
cooling breeze, ere ſhe commits 
her ambroſial members to the 


couch of ſoft repoſe. Whereupon 
I confidered it incumbent on me, 


as a lover, to addreſs that peerleſs 


virgin with ſome plaintive and 
heart-rending oratory. Incompa- 
rable production of partial nature, 
exclaimed I, who now haply mu- 
{eſt on the immenſity of the ſtarry 
ſkies, or inhaleſt the cool breath 


of night at this thy gorgeous caſe- 
ment, be pleaſed in thy grandeur 
to 
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JOHN OF GAUNT. 109 
to take pity on a captive baron, 
who is enthralled by thy imperial 
and unparalleled lovelineſs. Yes, 
high-bora lady, yes, ineſtimable 
archetype of. 


I had juſt got as far as © ineſti. 
mable archetype,” when my brother 
and I perceived a female arm ſnatch 
away what hitherto I had fondly 
imagined to be the head of the 
lady Sigiſmunda. Alas! it was 
only her head-dreſs, which had 
been ſtuck by her haſty damſels on 
the collar of her night-gown ; this 
hung 
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hung near the corner of FAY 
ment, where, being of a white ap- 
pearance, it reſembled in the twi- 


light the lady Sigiſmunda. 


You will conceive, my lord of 
Marche, that my mortification was 
exceſſive, The miſtake was the 
more vexatious, as my brother of 
York, who had been preſent the 
whole time, took occafion to an- 
noy me with the moſt piquant 
raillery. After this we retired to 
reſt. We aroſe early the enſuing 
day, which was that of the tour- 


nament. 
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JOHN OF GAUNT. mr 
nament. I will not, my lord, deſ- 
cribe to you what differed but in 
few inſtances from other great 
ſpectacles of the like martial 
nature. Suffice it to declare, 
that all that was beautiful, all 
that was illuſtrious, all that was 
valiant was on that day col- 
lected beneath the ramparts of 
Carnarvon. 


As for us of the blood royal, 
we there earned an immortal glory 
in the chronicles of chivalry. Sir 
Phelim O Donelly and Sir Cad- 
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wallo were victorious in the lifts ; 
the lord Ferdinand Fitzwarrenne 
unhorſed a knight of Scotland ; 
Sir Vortimer (to the great gladneſs 
of the lady Matilda) wore his 
golden helmet, and his moſt gor- 
geous ſuit of armour, and diſcom- 
fited many an adverfary by his {kill 
and his agility. Sir Marmaduke was 
borne over the crupper of his ſtced, 
notwithſtanding the vigour and 
propriety of his members : Sir 
Hubert, with all his impudence, 
could not keep his ſtirrups ; and 
poor Sir Humphrey de Waverley, by 
ph ſitting 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 1273 
fitting too unaffectedly, was hoiſt- 
ed out of his ſaddle by the puiſſant 
earl of Arundel. 


Theſe were ſome of the moſt 
remarkable atchievements on that 
day. About the cloſe of the even- 
ing, the Prince of Wales went 
forth alone into the gardens, to 
give freedom to his fighs, and ru- 
minate on his paſſion. He had not 
been long there, when his ears 
were aſſailed by the ſound of voices, 
which iſſued from a neighbouring 
grove of laurels. He drew near 

with 
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with filent tread, (for the grief 
expreſſed by the ſpeakers ſeemed 
to warrant this intruſion) and faw 
a youth of a noble air at the feet 
of the lady Ermenilda. Her eyes 
were bathed in tears; ſhe hung 
her head like a fading lily ; while 
the youth, who, it appeared, was 
the heir of the lord Aubrey, with 
an agitated deportment thus conti- 
nued to addreſs her: No, by the 
conſcious ſaints, who witneſſed the 
firſt emotions of my unproſperous 
love, never ſhall theſe eyes behold 
thee in the poſſeſſion of another. 


Royalty 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 115 
Royalty awaits thee, a grave the 
ſon of Aubrey. Haply, amidſt 
the ſplendours of a throne, my 
image may ſteal upon thy mind, a 
tributary tear be ſhed for my mis- 
fortunes. Yet I am not unac- 
quainted with thy heart: Erme- 
nilda, thou art not ambitious. I 
believe thou couldſt be contented 
in an humbler lot. But the aſpir- 
ing houſe of Beauchamp demands 
a victim to its pride. I, alas! am 
not the only facrifice : thy nup- 
tials (I know thy heart) will be to 
thee as thy funeral day. Go then, 

illuſtrious, 
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116 ADVENTURES OP 
illuſtrious, angelic maid; go, and, 
if thou canſt, receive the hand of 
the heroic Edward ; but too happy 
that his royal hopes, and his trium- 
phant atchievements have obtained 
for him the preference over an un- 
friended, unimportant gentleman, 
Having thus faid, the ſon of 
Aubrey drew a poniard from his 
belt, and ſheathed it in his body. 
At the fight of her bleeding lover, 
the lady Ermenilda uttered a loud 
ſhriek, and, with looks expreſſive 
of diſtreſs and terror, hung over 
the 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 7 
the unhappy youth who lay ex- 
tended at her feet. The Black 
Prince was touched with compaſ- 
don, and, forgetting that the ſuf- 
d ferer was his rival, flew ſtraight- 
-Vay to his aid, and, having gently 
„extracted the weapon from his fide, 

ſtaunched the blood with a hand- 
f Wl kerchief of the lady Ermenilda, 
is and bound up the wound, which, 
. though ſevere, was not mortal. 
, He then haſtened to the caſtle, 
and gave command that the do- 
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meſtics ſhould convey Aubrey to 
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ADVENTURES OF 
a chamber, and afford him due 
care and attention. 


—ͤ——hWBBW OG — — — —-—— — 


Meanwhile the weeping and diſ- 
conſolate Ermenilda repaired to her 
own apartment, where the coun- 
teſs and the other ladies endea- 
voured to ſoothe her grief. But 
the hand of affliction lay too hea- 
vily upon her : no common com- 
fort could afſuage her anguiſh: the 
recovery of the wretched Aubrey 
could alone inſure the reſtoration 
of her tranquillity. 


The 


JOHN OF GAUNT. ny 

The Prince of Wales, who had 
retired to a diſtant chamber of the 
caſtle, was much affected by the 
difaſtrous fortune of theſe lovers. 
And ſhall I then, faid he, prove 
inſtrumental to the miſery of a 
meritorious youth, whoſe preten- 


ſions are inferior in elevation to 
mine, but whoſe claim to the love 
of the lady Ermenilda is prior ? 
Ignoble preference. Theſe are not 
the laws which I have hitherto 
preſcribed to my conduct, as the 


fon of a king, and as an example 


of knightly virtue. Shall it be 
rumoured 


— 5 = 


2 
* {- + >a 
"2 | 


* 
* - - a. — as — 
8 42 T4 "- bs 200 _— - ' 


e: 


3.73 ** 


is 1 

© * » 1 . 
. 4 2 * 
Sor 


_ Js 


, 


l 
" 
nem = cu. 


4 W * : 4 
2 7 * 1 1 
2 - ” » 1 
: 4 — \ =) * 4 7 * 1 
5 nn 7 * az 
= thy - - * N Bo 


- 
l 


#>< 4 


3s, 2% 

CY . x 

P.7 * +4: 
© 


0 
17 of; 
Wy oy | 
1 . 5 
l. 
2222 — 
7 7 J\ 
5 $- A 
\% 

0 is F , 1 
8 5 
N 
r 
einn 
#53 0, 


— 244 
- 7's 


, S ©» 


- = 
9 * — —— — 


= 
- = ww 
_ 1 "mn A*% T2 
by * 4 a 


* - 
= d a. . — 1 — bs 


120 ADVENTURES OF 


rumoured from realm to realm, 
ſhall it be ſtoried in the annals of 
empires, that Edward employed 
his greatneſs and his renown in 
moleſting the felicity of thoſe be- 
neath him, in tearing from the 
lover his love? No, Lancaſter, 
[for I was preſent] I will not poſ- 
ſeſs myſelf of the perſon of Er- 
menilda, while her heart is in de- 
votion to another. I have ſtrove 
in bloody fields for victory over 
mighty nations ; let me illuſtrate 
thoſe glories by the conqueſt of 
myſelf. 


Thus 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 22 


Thus ſpake the Prince of Wales; 
nor could I deny my applauſe to 
the reſolution which he adopted of wy 
| writing without delay to the noble EET: 
lord of Warwick, and intreating 171 | | 
his conſent to the union of Erme- 143 a Fl 
nilda with the heir of the baron 32 8 
Aubrey, on whom he would con- 18 £ [ | 
fer ſuch marks of his munificence 11 
and eſteem, as ſhould render him Ku 
| not unworthy of their alliance. iq 17 
| We tarried at Carnarvon until the . 5 
courier returned with an anſwer. #/2h 
It was favourable : the houſe or 7835 


Beauchamp, though regretting the 
Vor. III. G diſap- 
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diſappointment of a connection 
with the royal blood, paid reſpect 
to the application of the Prince of 
Wales, and even admired his mag- 


nanimity. . 


As ſoon therefore as the ſon 
of Aubrey had regained a little 
ſtrength, the Prince of Wales, 
who had been his daily viſitor, 
preſented him with the epiſtle of 
the carl of Warwick, which con- 
tained the conſent of that baron to 
his eſpouſals. You, Mortimer, 
can more eafily imagine, than I 

detcribe 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 123 
deſcribe the joy of the youthful 
Aubrey at this unexpected pro- 
ſperity. He threw himſelf at the 
feet of his benefactor 3 but, cOn- 
founded with this ſudden revolution 
in his fortunes, could expreſs but 
in faultering accents the fincerity 
of his gratitude. The Black Prince 
raiſed him up, and, the counteſs 
and the lady Ermenilda having en- 
tered the apartment, took the hand 
of the latter, and, joining it to 
that of Aubrey, addreſſed the lovers 
in theſe words: Receive, illuſtrious 
pair, ſo worthy of each other, your 
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124 ADVENTURES OF 
union as a gift from me. That I 
ceaſe to be the rival of Aubrey, is 
not, accompliſhed lady, the reſult 
of any change in my opinion of 
your perfections, but of a reluct- 
ance to deſtroy the happineſs of 
another, who had an earlier, and 
therefore a juſter title to the poſ- 
ſeſſion of ſuch beauty and virtue. 
Confider the Black Prince, not 
as the lover of one, but as the 
friend of both. 


Having thus ſpoken, he retired, 
and meeting me in the court of 


JOHN OF GAUNT: 125 
the caſtle, propoſed our immediate 
departure. To this I readily aſ- 
ſented, notwithſtanding my ardent 
affection for the daughter of earl 
Montacute, in whoſe eyes I hoped 
to render myſelf a more valuable 
conqueſt, by ſome chivalrous at- 
chievement in the kingdom of 
Scotland, The lord Ferdinand 
Fitzwarrenne was determined not 
to quit us; but, leaving the fair 
Barbarina with the counteſs of Sa- 
liſbury, prepared to reap freſh lau- 
rels, and extend her name and ho- 
nour beyond the limits of his na- 
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126 ADVENTURES OF 


tive land. Chaucer was impatient 
to behold the cavern of Fingal. 
Owen Glendower returned to his 
palace at Corwen, while Sir Phe- 
lim O Donelly and Sir Cadwallo 


directed their courſe to England in 


purſuit of new adventures. 


We took leave of our courteous 
and magnificent hoſt, and iſſued 
from the gates: of Carnarvon, as 
the ſun ſhewed his ſplendid face 
over the adjacent mountains. Our 
road lay along the woody margin 
of the Menai. We ſurveyed the 
famous. 
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JOHN OF GAUNT. 127 
famous ſpot where Suetonius Paul- 
linus landed the Roman legions on 
the iſle of Angleſey, when purſu- 
ing the ancient Britons to their 
laſt retreat. In Bangor we halt- 
ed at the palace of the biſhop, a 
mild and learned man, who en- 
tertained us with becoming hoſpi- 
tality. Then, continuing our 


journey along the ſea-ſhore, we 
arrived at a hamlet called Aber, 
ſituated at the entrance of a great 
paſs through the mountains, and 
romantically adorned with native 
oaks, leaning their venerable heads 

G 4 from 
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from the precipices over a tranſ- 
lucent rivulet, which, a few paces 
below, blends its waters with the 


main. 


And here, my lord of Marche, 
I will conclude for the preſent. 
Adieu, until to-morrow. The 
heavens preſerve your health and 
your tranquillity. — 


VISIT 


JOHN OF GAUNT, 129 


VISIT XXYOL 


AT the following vi- 
fit John of Gaunt thus proceed- 
ed: About half way between Aber 
and the foot of Pen Maen Mawr, 
we eſpied a knight upon the ſtrand, 
who appeared to be in profound 
meditation. At a little diſtance 
from the beach lay a fiſhing-boat, 
in which were ſome failors ſleep- 
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ing. At our approach the ftran- 
ger diſcontinued his reverie, and, 
perceiving that we were knights, 
ſaluted us very courteouſly. We 
enquired whence he came, and 
what adventures had befallen him. 


at anchor, conveyed me from an 
iſland, which, if your eyes be 
faithful, ye may diſcern right be- 
fore ye, extending its ridgy back 
from north to ſouth. That, firs, 
is the iſle of Man. To Britain 
am I come, in queſt of knightly 
ſuccours, againſt a cruel monſter, 

| (for, 


That veſſel, replied he, that lies 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 137 
(for, though of human form, he 


is in mind a monſter) who inha- 
bits a prodigious fortreſs to the 
eaſt of yonder iſland, where he en- 
flaves and bitterly torments many 
dames and damſels of dignified 
condition, many knights and po- 
tent barons, and even ſome of 
princely ſtation. For, know, va- 
lorous warriors, that this tyrant 
keeps armed veſſels, in which his 
retainers ſcour the ſeas, and often 
make deſcents upon the neighbour- 
ing ſhores, carrying off whomſo- 
ever they meet, that is of honour- 
656 able 
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132 ADVENTURES OF 
able dignity, but ſparing the mean- 
er ſort. For it is the atrocious 
maxim of the caitiff whom they 
ſerve to collect, and confine with- 
in his caſtle the high-born and 
magnificent, and compel them to 
ſubmit to the moſt ignominious 
drudgery : intending, as he faith, 
thereby to humble the pride of hu- 
man kind, inſtru them in the va- 
rieties of life, and ſeaſon them 
with that philoſophy which is the 
offspring of woe. 


This 
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ge 
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This audacious invader of the 
rights of men hath, at this inſtant, 
in his power five barons of Eng- 
land, and ſeven Scottiſh lairds, a 
king of Kerry, three abbots, two 
biſhops, and divers knights re- 
nowned, with a coufin of the king 
of Norway, (a beauteous princeſs) 
many damfels alſo of the nobleſt 


lineage, and of tranſcendent 


charms, and (what grieves my 
heart full ſorely) the daughter of 
Mac Sweyno, prince of the Ork- 
ney iſlands, I, gallant knights, 
am named Sir Allen Mac Fergus, 

heir 
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heir of the Mac Fergus laird of 
Annandale, and was on the point 
of eſpouſing this accompliſhed 
princeſs, when the rovers of that 


ſhe walked upon the ſhores of her 
paternal iſland, and bore her away 
in triumph to the fortreſs already 
mentioned. 


No ſooner had the news of this 
diſaſter reached mine ears, than I 
took ſhipping for the iſle of Man, 
and, having landed fafely, diſgui- 
ſed myſelf as a peaſant who had 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 5 
fruit to fell, and ſtraightway re- 
paired to the caſtle. I readily 
found admittance, and was con- 
ducted by the domeſticks to the 
kitchen. L availed myſelf of the 
ill-breeding that was ſuitable to 
my feigned character, and, as 
clowns are always inquiſitive, aſked 
many queſtions concerning thoſe 
whom I faw in various depart- 
ments of this numerous  houſe- 
hold. There ( fad viciſſitude !) 
two damſels of an auguſt houſe, 
and of incomparable beauty, were 


falting a rump of beef; the king 
of 
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of Kerry was gutting a turkey, 
the lord abbot of Conway, with 
a bib under his chin, compoſing a 
plum pudding, and the biſhop of 
St. Aſaph's ſpitting a neck of 
mutton. 


At this cruel ſpectacle I trem- 
bled for the fate of the fair princeſs 
of the Orkneys. I enquired with 
faultering accents if ſuch a perſon 
was in the caſtle. But oh! what 
was my chagrin, when they replied, 
that they believed ſhe was waſhing 
in the ſcullery! My knees knocked 

I together, 
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together, and the power of viſion 
very nearly forſook my eyes. At 
length I recovered myſelf ſuffi- 
ciently to approach the place 
which contained the beloved of my 
ſoul. There, valiant warriors, (I 
can ſcarce refrain from weeping as 


I tell it) did I behold the unhappy 


princeſs, with an aged prioreſs, 


wringing a pair of ſheets, which 


but a little while before ſhe had 
taken out of the waſh-tub. She, 
who from her infant years had 


never known what it was to labour, 
but, On the contrary, had flou- 
riſhed 
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riſhed in that delicate compoſure 
befitting an illuſtrious maiden, was 
now in a deplorable perſpiration ; 
her unparal'cled elbows were be- 
frothed with ſuds, her night-cap 
tucked p from her ears, her ap- 


parel lc and ſordid. 


As knew that the fight of me 
would but afflict the princeſs, and 
render her ſituation the more in- 
tolerable, I forbore to diſcover my- 


ſelf to her; contenting my eyes 
with ſuch a mournful perſpective 
of her injured beauty, as the place 
of 


re 
thi 


of 
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i of my concealment, which was be- 
mund ome drying garments, would 
admit of. In another part of the 
ſcullery was the couſin of the king 
of Norway, ſcouring ſome greaſy 
trenchers, and mingling, ever and 
anon, her briny tears (which dropt 
like orient pearls) with the diſh- 
water that ſteamed beneath her. 


From this melancholy ſcene I 
repaired to the court-yard, where 
the abbot of St. Alban's was wheel- 
ing out manure. As for the laird 
of Glenco, and the chief of the 

Mac 
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1490 ADVENTURES OF 
Mac Intoſhes, they were ſweeping 
the ſtable, while two Engliſh ba- 
rons were rubbing down the pal- 
freys: I vow to the very heavens 
it grieved my heart to behold 
them: I was utterly overcome: I 
could not ſtand it, but retreated 
precipitately to the caſtle, where, 
as I paſſed by one of the rooms, I 
beheld a company of majeſtic and 
angelic damſels, fome of whom 
were darning ſtockings, ſome clap- 
ping cloaths, ſome ironing ; while 
a beldam of a hideous aſpect ſtood 


over them, as taſk-miſtreſs, and 


with 
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with inhuman taunts, and terrify- 
ing menaces, conſtrained them to 


attend to their reſpective occupa- 


tions. 


My boſom burned with fury for 
the wrongs of theſe noble virgins, 
but more eſpecially for the indig- 
nities of the fair princeſs of the 
Orkneys. I quitted the caſtle with 
a firm reſolution to attempt their 
delivery, or periſh. But reflecting 
that the proweſs of no fingle arm 
could atchieve an enterprize ſo ar- 
duous, I determined to ſet out in 

queſt 
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142 ADVENTURES OF 

queſt of ſuccours, from the valiant 
knights and barons of this neigh- 
bouring iſle of Britain. Having, 
therefore, hired a fiſhing- boat, I 
croſſed over to theſe parts, hoping 
here to meet ſome warrior who 
was in ſearch of high adventures. 


Here ended Sir Allen Mac Fergus. 
Though Scotland and the Hebrides 
were our object for the preſent, an 
expedition to the iſle of Man, for 
the relief of illuſtrious perſonages, 
was in all reſpects congenial to our 
ideas of knightly glory. The diſ- 
comfiture 
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comfiture of that caitiff was an 
_ exploit which no fon of chivalry 
could deſpiſe. Accordingly we 
proffered to the Scottiſh chief our 
ſervices, who eſteemed himſelf 
moſt fortunate in having met with 
ſuch auxiliaries. We alighted, and 
ſate down upon the pebbled beach, 
expecting the ebb-tide with im- 
patience, At length the water 
turns : we awake the failors, and 
embark on board the fiſhing-boat. 
Luckily the wind proved as fa- 
vourable to us as the tide ; fo that 


: 4 4 * 
5 


2 = 
= 
„ 
: „0 
| - 
- 
3 . 
-Y nl 
= 
„ 
# 
ow 
= 
of 
- 
l - 
41% * 
N _ 
'D - 
—- 
4- + 
wr” 
K. 
45 
'S 


2 


1 
— 
* + 


*+: + 1 | 
i} 
"7 


144 ADVENTURES OF 
in a few hours we landed on the 
iſland. 


Our firſt care was to conſult 
concerning the method of attack, 
It was the opinion of Chaucer that 
we ſhould borrow the jackets and 
trowſers of the ſeamen, and wear 
them over our armour ; that, in 
ourſelves at the caſtle, as ſeafaring 
and whoſe veſſel was laden with 
choice productions of the Indies, 
For thus, continued Geoffrey, we 

ſhall 
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ſhall gain admittance into a for- 
treſs, which to any forcible at- 
tempt will doubtleſs prove im- 
pregnable. 


This counſel was adopted: we 
forthwith arrayed ourſelves in, the 
habits of the failors, which con- 


cCealed our coats of mail, and our 


weapons. This done, we proceed- 
ed to the caſtle of the caitiff, Sir 
Allen Mac Fergus being our guide. 
When arrived at the gates, we af- 
fected the jargon of voyagers, and 
were ſuffered to paſs in. We 

Vol. III. H marched 
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marched forward to the great hall, 
where the tyrant himſelf was ſeat- 
ed; then, ſcorning our diſguiſe, 
aſtoniſhed him with the fight of 
warriors clad in refulgent ſteel, and 
waving over his head their tremen- 
dous faulchions. Diſmayed as he 
was, he yet ſhouted to his retain- 
ers, who ruſhed into the hall with 
ſuch weapons as they could find. 
And now, my lord of Marche, a 
horrid combat enſued, The ene- 
my, who out-numbered us, diſ- 
puted the day with obſtinacy, their 
caitiff lord encouraging them by 

his 


his 

fadd; 
biſhe 
ed v 
and 

ſide, 
abate 
from 
Prin 
the! 
capt: 
mere 
ed te 
their 


keys 
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his lion-like example. But a 
ſudden reinforcement of abbots, 
biſhops, lairds, and barons, arm- 
ed with their fleſh-forks, ſpits, 
and , brooms, appearing on our 
ſide, the impetuoſity of the felons 
abated. At length a fatal blow 
from the faulchion of the Black 
Prince ſevered from his ſhoulders 
the head of the barbarian. Their 
captain flain, the rabble ſued for 
mercy, which was readily grant- 
ed to them, on their laying down 
their arms, and ſurrendering the 


keys of the fortreſs. 
H 2 A ge- 
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A general muſter of the cap- 
tives (thoſe high- born cooks and 
ſcullions, whoſe condition Sir Al- 
len ſo lamented) was the conſe- 
quence of this victory, and liberty 
was proclaimed through every 
chamber of the caſtle. The fair 
princeſs of the Orkneys was fo de- 
lighted with her deliverance, and 
with the ſight of Sir Allen Mac 
Fergus, that ſhe ran eagerly to 
embrace him, all ſoapy as ſhe was, 
and ill-apparelled. Nor could we wol 
forbear ſmiling at the interview of 
theſe lovers. But a ſcene of an- 
other 
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JOHN OF GAUNT. ny 
other nature ſoon diverted our at- 
tention. The damſels who had 
been emyloyed in darning and 
clapping cloaths, having heard 
of the glad revolution, abandoned 
their irkſome labours, and, falling 
on the beldam with one conſent, 
both cuffed her, and pinched her, 
and pricked her ſo outrageouſly, 
that the Black Prince was obliged 
to interfere in her behalf ; other- 
wiſe it was thought that they 
would have left her for dead. 
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This circumſtance, my lord of 
Marche, hath ſince induced me to 
imagine, that the human mind, 
even in perſons who are nobly 
born, yea, allo nobly educated, 
may take a new tincture from a 
different mode of life, and that 
the manners receive a certain caſt 
from the occupation. This, Ithink, 
was verified in the conduct of thoſe 
damſels; who, although of high 
deſcent, and once of poliſhed man- 


ners, yet, from being contamina- 
ted by their ſervile fituation, and 
breathing, as it were, the atmoſ- 

phere 


— 


2 


JOHN OF. GAUNT. 15 
phere of the ſcullery, came at 
length to forget the ſtatelineſs of 
their original condition. Thus 
animals, tranſported from their 
native climate, it is obſerved, will 


not unfrequently degenerate. 


Friar Hildebrand relates, that 
here a moſt profound and abſtruſe 
diſquiſition took place between the 
duke and earl Mortimer, concern- 
ing the moral revolutions of the 
mind; a diſquiſition, adds the 
friar, which nothing in the ethics 
of Ariſtotle can exceed. Sorry I 
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152 ADVENTURES OF 
am, courteous reader, that the li- 
mits of this hiſtory will not ſuffer 
me to rehearſe it. 
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THE next day the 


con 
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ploit being now atchieved, it was 
propoſed by the Prince of Wales, 


that we ſhould depart immediately. 
The ſeveral. great perſonages to 
whom we had reſtored freedom, 
abandoned the hated. walls where 
they had endured ſuch foul indig- 


duke thus 
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154 ADVENTURES OP 
nities, and prepared to return to 
their ref] pective homes. We ad- 
viſed them to repair to the other 
fide of the ifland, where ſhipping 
was in greater abundance. They 
therefore took leave of us with 
many grateful acknowledgments, 
and ſet forward, a merry, motley, 
and numerous cavalcade. 


We ourſelves re-embarked on 
board a trading veſſel, which, in 
a few hours fail, was wafted 
into Whitchaven, whence we 
took the road to the ancient city 

of 
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of Carliſle. Between Cocker- 
mouth and Wigton we perceiv- 
ed a gorgeous caſtle, where the 


helmet on the tower invited us to 


hoſpitality. As it was now near 
night-fall, we ſpeeded thither, and 
met a courteous reception. After 
the damſels of the caſtle had un- 
armed us, and arrayed our limbs 
in coſtly veſtments, we proceeded 
to a grand apartment, where we 
found the archbiſhop of St. An- 
drews, and the dean of Fife, with 
his two fair nieces, the lady Judith 
and the lady Jezabel. Theſe dig- 
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156 ADVENTURES OF 
nitaries, who were of Scotland, 
had lately left the borders, and 
were travelling to the ſouth, with 
intent to ſojourn at the famous ci- 
ty of Bath, the dean being afflict- 
ed with a diſorder in his bowels. 


The archbiſhop of St. An- 
drews was a majeſtic old man, of 
above fix feet high, and of a pallid 
countenance, in which neverthe- 
leſs were mingled dignity and 
ſweetneſs. He was now upon the 
verge of fourſcore, yet journeyed 


conſiderably for the welfare of his 
conſti= 


8 Wg. A Frag F 3 8 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 7 
conſtitution. Many and magnifi- 
cent were the works which he 
had effected for the ornament of his 
of piety. Rumour had faid that 
he harboured a difafſeRtion to the 
female ſex: yet he behaved, on the 
preſent occaſion, with affability to 
the nieces of the dean of Fife. In 
fine, he was a venerable and lofty 


ecclefiaſtick. 
His fellow traveller, the dean, 


was in the fortieth year of his age; 
a man of the middle ſtature, 
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158 ADVENTURES OF 
of collected demeanour. His 


round and plump face was in the 
moſt perfect ſubjection to the rule 
he had laid down of ſeldom alter- 
ing a muſcle but when his bowels 
diſagreed with him. The move- 
ments of his body obſerved an 
equal uniformity. He was like - 
wiſe remarkable for ſhoes that 
were very ſhining, and which, as 
he walked about, emitted a creak- 
ing ſound, that, in the imagina- 
tion of ſome, was not unſuitable 
to his gravity. 


The 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 9 
The archbiſhop and our hoſt, a 
knight in years, enquired what 
adventures had been abroad, but 


particularly of what had paſſed at 


the great tournament of Carnar- 
von; the dean, in brief ſentences, 
and with a ſerious and ſteady 


voice, making threadbare obſerva- 


tions on the turbulence of the 
times. At length the banquet 
was announced: the archbiſhop 
in a ſtately and flow manner went 
firſt ; the dean creaked after him 
with due ſolemnity. We entered 


the great hall, and fate down to 
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166 ADVENTURES OF 
invigorating viands. Little was 
faid during the repaſt. But when 
the diſhes were removed, and the 
goblet began” to circulate, our 
hoſt beſought the dean to favour 
us with an account of the voyage 
which he had lately made to the 
lle of Ferro. At the fame time 
the archbiſhop, who fate between 
the Black Prince and me, inform- 
ed us in a whiſper, that the dean 
of Fife was troubled with a cer- 
tain ſingularity with which he 


| 35 thought it adviſeable to acquaint 
1 us in due time, left haply we ſhould 
18 
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JOHN OF GAUNT. 163 
be betrayed into any ſymptoms of 
aſtoniſhment. It was, that the 
dean of Fife, imagining himſelf 
poſſeſſed of every great and good 
quality that could adorn a human 
being, and of every bodily, as well 
as mental endowment, took no 
meaſures to conceal this odd no- 
tion from the world, but aſcribed 
to himſelf openly, and with. the 
utmoſt gravity of face and lan- 
guage, and without being in the 
leaſt ſenſible that there was any 
impropriety in it, all manner of 
excellence that js under. the fun. 

We 
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We thanked the archbiſhop for 
this ſeaſonable hint ; for, verily, 
if he had not given it, we ſhould 
have finned againſt good-manners. 
We alſo forwarded the caution to 


our companions at the other fide 
of us. 


After ſending round the goblet, 
the dean, with a compoſed viſage 
and a well-pitched tone of voice; 
began his relation as follows : As 
I had ever a ſtrong deſire, nay an 
avarice to increaſe that confidera- 
ble ſtock of knowledge which 1 


1 


JOHN OF G-AUNT. 163 
am well known to poſſeſs, and to 
ripen to the utmoſt perfection my 
underſtanding, which (praiſe be 
to the Heavens) is both bright 
and comprehenſive, I ſet out 


upon a voyage to the Ferro iſland, ; 


taking with me my two nieces, EEO 


ip 
% : 
2 


the lady Judith and the lady Jeza- 
bel. We left Scotland with a 
fair wind, and at the end of many 
weeks were landed on the iſland, 
which is both populous and well 
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166 ADVENTURES OF 
ters, I thought that I could not 
employ my eloquence to better 
purpoſe, than in preaching Chriſ- 
tianity to an unenlightened peo- 
ple. 


But no ſooner had I ſet foot 
upon the ſhore, than I was ut- 
terly diſappointed of this benevo- 


Tent intention. For the officers 


at the port gave us warning not 
to. ſpeak above our breath, ſuch 
being the law obſerved within the 
country. No inhabitant of the 
Ferro iſland ever ventures beyond 

a whiſper. 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 165 
a whiſper. This indeed the officers 
themſelves exemplified. The next 
thing they did, was to object againſt 
my ſhoes, which, they faid, made a 
creaking that would not be ſuffer- 
ed in that kingdom. I was there- 
fore under the neceſſity of pulling 
them off, and putting on a pair 
of ſlippers, the ſoles of which 
were covered with felt. The horſes 
likewiſe are all ſhod with lea- 
ther, and fledges are the only 
vehicles admitted of. Neither 
have they any clocks ; but are ſa- 
tisfied with the aid of ſun-dials 
and 
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266 ADVENTURES OF 
and hour-glaſſes. At night they 


allow of a patrole, but no man 
may proclaim the hour. Muſick 
alſo, either vocal or inſtrumental, 
is ſeverely prohibited; nor do the 
natives ever laugh, but confine 


themſelves to a moderate titter, 


All noiſy trades are confined to 
an iſland two leagues from Ferro. 


As we paſſed along the ſtreets, 
we had, on every fide of us, con- 
vincing proofs of this extraordi- 
nary inſtitution. For inſtead of 
that loud and buſy hubbub, which 


fort 
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is common in great cities, here 
was nothing but a low and ſullen 
murmur, like the winds com- 
plaining amongſt the leaves of the 
poplar. The itinerant venders of 
commodities, inſtead of crying 
them, only expoſed them to pub- 


lick view upon their heads, or in 
their hands. I could have en- 


dured this embargo on my voice ; 


but it was with extreme difficulty 
that I kept my two nieces from 
talking loud. And in this my 
condition was the more uncom- 


fortable; as any offence againſt 
the 
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268 ADVENTURES OF 
the ſtatute would be puniſhed by 
impriſonment in a dark and pro- 
found dungeon ſet apart for ſuch 
Purpoles. 


Being hungry after the voyage, 
J aſked an old woman, in a ſoft 
voice, if ſhe could direct us to an 
inn, or tavern ; upon which ſhe 
pointed to a goodly edifice with 
the figure of a dolphin painted on 
it. Every ſign. throughout the 
city repreſents ſome fiſh, that be- 
ing a mute animal ; thus admoni- 
tion ſtares tue people in the face 


at 
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at every ſtep. Upon entering the f 5 
tavern, I very ſenſibly enquired , | 2 | 
what they had in the houſe ; the 4 
hoſteſs whiſpered to me the con- 6, 15 
tents of the larder, and 1 ordered - 
a diſh of Scotch collops. During = fr, 
dinner an accident happened, which * 
had nearly proved fatal to us. 5 * 
Forgetting where I was, I was 985 
about to call for drink in my uſual ; 


tone of voice, and had actually got 
as far as You, fir,” when the 
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10 ADVENTURES OF 
peace-officers, came marching in 
at his heels. However, with that 
happy preſence of mind which ne- 
ver in any caſe deſerts me, I in- 
formed the chief conſtable, in a 
lawful key, that it was only an 
exclamation, occaſioned by a cruel 
malady with which at times I 
was afflicted. This, and my be- 
ing a foreigner, together with a 
piece of money which I flipped 
into his hand, were judged a ſuf- 
ficient plea, and I eſcaped the 
animadverſion of juſtice. 


In 
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In the evening I good-naturedly 
took my nieces to the theatre, or 
place appointed for certain repre- 
ſentations in dumb ſhew ; for their 
drama extends no farther. The 
king and queen were there, and 
all the royal family. An old man, 
who was much charmed with the 
affability of my manners, and the 
wiſdom of my remarks, moſt 
courteouſly explained to me the 
ſubject of the piece, and very many 
circumſtances relative to their 
ſtage, all which indeed my own 
I 2 natural 
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natural quickneſs and penetration 
had already pretty nearly enabled 
me to divine. Nevertheleſs I was 
ſo pleaſed with his civil attention, 
that I took him home to ſupper 
with us; after which I enquired 


of him the cauſe of their forbid- 


ding all loudneſs within the limits 
of Ferro. 


The old man, who admired 


my love of information, and con- 


ſidered it as a genuine mark of 
my good ſenſe, replied to my 
queſtion 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 173 
queſtion as follows: About four 
hundred years ago —— 


But here the lord duke of Lan- 
caſter ſuſpended his narrative. 
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VISIT XXX. 


THE dean of Fife, 
faid the duke on the enſuing day, 
thus proceeded in the account of 
his travels: About four hundred 
years ago, when we were yet an 
ignorant and barbarous people, tiv 
Harpocrates the god of Silence, 
once worſhipped by the Egypti- 
ans, appeared in a dream to king 

os Biblillah, 
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JOHN OF GAUNT. 173 
Biblillah, who then ſwayed the 
ſceptre of the Ferro iſland, and 
thus accoſted him: Behold in me, 
O Biblillah, that divinity who de- 
lighteth in filence, and whoſe al- 
tars are ſo little held in honour 
amongſt men. In ages paſt, I 
have been of fome importance in 
the land of Egypt, where the peo- 
ple built me a temple and paid 
me ſome adoration. But the na- 
tives of that country are now be- 
come a turbulent and clamorous 
race, and unworthy of my favour 
and protection. I have caſt my 


14 eyes 
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th 


eyes upon every region of the 
globe, in queſt of an eſtabliſh- 


ment ſuitable to my rank in hea- 


q ven, but found not any place where 
1 == 5 I thought that human- kind would 
1 be likely to perſevere in their reſ- 
pect for my godhead. At length, 
O Biblillah, I have bethought me 
of thy kingdom, which is ſequeſ- 
tered from the noiſe and tumult 


of the continent, and ſurrounded 
by the watry waſte. Apollo hath 
his Delos, Vulcan his Lemnos, 
Juno the Samian iſle, and Cy- 
prus and Cythera are devoted to 

| the 
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JOHN OF GAUNT. 7 
the queen of Love: why ſhould 
not I alſo have an iſland of mine 
own ? Henceforward Ferro ſhall 
be facred to Harpocrates. Build 
thou therefore, O Biblillah, a 
temple to my glory ; ſet up my 
image therein: I will be thy 
patron god : thy poſterity and thy 
dominions ſhall flouriſh, ' as long 
as my divinity ſhall be revered 


amongſt ye. Moreover, reform 


the inſtitutions of thy country ; 
let it appear that ye are peculiarly 
the adorers of the god of filence, 
and, as far as the intercourſe of 


I 5 human 
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human affairs permit, let an ab- 
horrence of noiſe be remarkable 
amongſt ye. Do this, and thine 
empire ſhall ſubſiſt for ever ; but 
if ye obey me not, an earthquake 
ſhall ſwallow your iſland, and your 


He faid, and vaniſhed. 


The perplexed Biblillah in the 
morning aſſembled the chief coun- 
ſellors of his kingdom, and re- 
ported to them the viſion he had 
beheld. It was thereupon decreed, 
that the injunctions of Harpocrates 

1 ſhould 


name as a nation be forgotten. 


D 
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ſhould be faithfully obſerved. Ac- 
cordingly a magnificent temple was 
begun, and, by the zeal of the 
people, in a little time completed ; 
an ivory ſtatue of the god, with 
his finger on his mouth, was 
erected therein, a ſolemn form of 
worſhip compoſed, and prieſts ap- 
pointed to officiate at his altar. 


Nor did the ſapient and religious 
Biblillah reſt here. A new code 
of laws was drawn up and pro- 
mulgated, in which the promiſes 
and the threats of the Divinity 

| I 6 were 
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were held forth, and the people 
exhorted to an inviolable obſery- 
ance of them. The court ſet the 
example. From that day forward 
neither the king nor his royal con- 
ſort, nor the princes and princeſſes 
of the blood, nor any of the maids 
of honour, or of the nobles of the 
houſehold, roſe in their converſa- 
tion above a whiſper. It was alſo 


required, by an order from the 


chief chamberlain, that all per- 
ſons who had the privilege of ap- 
pearing at court, ſhould learn to 
talk on their fingers. 

A whiſper- 
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A whiſpering-gallery was erect- 
ed for the uſe of the ſenate, inſtead 
of the former place of meeting ; 
by means of which, without vio- 
lating the divinity of Harpocrates, 
the national affairs receive due in- 
veſtigation, Nevertheleſs theſe 
new ordinances gave a ſevere blow 
to all ſuch as had depended on 
their eloquence for advancement. 
The barriſters went into mourn- 
ing upon the occaſion, and, being 
a claſs of perſons caring little for 
religion, petitioned king Biblillah 
for an exception in their favour. 
But 
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But their ſuit was rejected: and 
now for four centuries we have 
devoutly adhered to the worſhip of 
Harpocrates, and to the obſerv- 
ance of the laws of Biblillah. 


Here the old man ceaſed, and, 
having aſſiſted me to exhauſt a 
goblet of good wine, took his 
leave with much civility. I be- 
lieve I forgot to mention that, 
as bells are a prohibited article, 
and even knocking and tapping 
with the heels againſt law, the 
method of ſummoning the wai- 

ters 
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ters at an inn was by long iron 
tubes inſerted in the walls, and 
reaching from the ſeveral apart- 
ments to the kitchen. To the 
orifices of theſe the gueſts applied 
their mouths, and their commands 
were conveyed to the ears of thoſe 
without. 


The next day we arrayed our- 
ſelves in our beſt apparel, and re- 
-paired to the palace, where the 
maſter of the ceremonies preſented 
us to the royal family, The king 
aſked me in a low voice how I 
liked 
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liked the Ferro iſland, and I whiſ- 
pered his highneſs that I liked 
it very well. The lady Judith 
and the lady Jezabel were much 
admired; the court-ladies and 
maids of honour were exceedingly 
courteous to them, and the Fer- 
roneſe knights and nobles were very 
nearly in love with them. My 
politeneſs, and a ſomething in my 
exterior which beſpeaks me a per- 
ſon of diſtinction, attracted like- 
wiſe the notice of the circle. The 
princeſs Faldulla, eldeſt daughter 
of the king, could not long con- 
ceal 


if 
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ceal the impreſſion that I had made 
upon her heart. I was at firſt in 
ſome doubt whether it was the 
grandeur of my mind, or the dig- 
nity of my perſon, with which 
ſhe was ſo captivated ; (for her 
highneſs had done me the honour 
to diſcourſe with me for an hour) 
but I had ſoon reaſon to imagine 
that ſhe had been affected by both. 


On the following day the ſenate 
was to meet. We were told that, 
if we would go to the houſe, we 
ſhould there hear great ſpeaking. 

I had 
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I had a violent curioſity to be pre- 
ſent; ſo in truth had my nieces: 
for there is a gallery for the ladies. 
When we arrived, the debate was 
already begun. Various, and in- 
deed ingenious are the ſhifts by 
which thoſe who aſpire to oratory 
contrive to expreſs themſelves, dif- 
fering according to the genius and 
temper of the ſeveral ſpeakers. 
Some addreſſed the houſe on their 
fingers: ſome were ſatisfied with 
arguing in whiſpers, which, from 
the nature of the edifice, were 


faithfully conveyed to every ear in 
the 
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the aſſembly. Others again, re- 
jecting both whiſpering and digi- 
tiloquy, * commanded, in a ſur- 
prizing manner, the attention of 
their auditors, by the aid of coun- 
| tenance and geſture only. It is 
not eaſy for one who hath not been 


a witneſs of it, to conceive to 


what perfection they have extend- 
ed this grand art. An orator of 
this claſs was on his legs when we 


entered. He harangued (for, ac- 


A term introduced by the dean, and de- 
rived, Engli reader, from the Latin words, 
one of which ſigniſies a finger, and the other 
talking. 
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cording to the opinion of the great 
Demoſthenes, I am warranted to 
call this haranguing) the Houſe 
for three full hours, without ut- 
tering a ſyllable, but by the ſole dint 
of action the moſt expreſſive and 
energetic, and of attitudes the moſt 
noble and ſublime. He would over- 
turn an hypotheſis, or cruſh an ar- 
gument, by a ſingle turn of the lips, 
or of the noſe, or of the eye, or 
of the eye-brow, and agitate the 
whole aſſembly by the mere mo- 
tion of his right arm. To ſuch 
excellence have a people, preclud- 

ed 
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ed from the common paths of ora- 
tory, by the ſingularity of their 
laws, carried the art of dumb per- 
ſuaſion ! 


When this ſpeaker had fate 
down, a general admurmuration of 
applauſe was heard from below 
ſtairs; the ladies in the gallery 
were in raptures. Others there 
were, who dealt in a mixt kind of 
eloquence, and who, after talking 


on their fingers for a conſiderable 


time, with a preciſion highly lo- 
gical, would ſuddenly ſtart forth 
into 


= — - - 
as "4 Ws a - : © &©4s 
75 


90 ADVENTURES OF 
into attitudes the moſt affecting, 
and into ſhapes and poſtures which 
no ſenate could withſtand. 


Theſe are the moſt remarkable 
particulars that I obſerved during 
my ſtay at Ferro. Having there 
acquired a deathleſs renown, by 
my magnanimity, my generoſity, 
my humanity, and my intrepidity, 
I at length took leave of the king 
and queen, and of the amiable 
Faldulla, who plentifully ſhed 
tears at the idea of my departure, 
and in an inconſolable condition 

was 
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was borne to her apartment by the 
ladies of honour in waiting. I 
embarked with great prudence on 
board a brigantine that was bound 
for Aberdeen, taking with me my 
two nieces, the lady Judith and 
the lady Jezabel. With the bleſ- 
ſing of the powers above, and the 
valuable inſtructions I gave the 
maſter of the veſſel, we were 
wafted in fafety to our native 
ſhores. Shortly after I was at- 
tacked by a diſtemper in my in- 
teſtines, and judiciouſly adopted 
the reſolution of going to Bath, 
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the waters of which are held to 
be falubrious in ſuch caſes. Here 
the dean of Fife concluded his diſ- 
courſe. 


We departed early on the en- 
ſuing day, wiſhing the archbiſhop, 
the dean, and his two nieces much 
pleaſure in their travels towards 
the South. We ourſelves took 
the road to Carliſle. As we came 
within a few miles of that city, 
we found perſons of all conditions 
haſtening thither ; we enquired 
the cauſe, and great was our ſur- 

priſe 


pr. 
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priſe on being told that the king 
of England was at Carliſle, and 
had ſummoned thither the barons 
of the realm, with intent to hold 
a parliament. For that the Scots 
had levied a mighty army, which, 
under the command of the earls of 
Douglas and Argyle, was advanc- 
ing to the borders: that in the 
mean while the Engliſh forces 
were on their march, and hourly 
expected at Carliſle : that couriers 
had been diſpatched to different 
quarters of the kingdom in queſt 
of the Prince of Wales and his 

VoL. . X valiant 
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valiant brothers : that theſe im- 
in the diſcontent and inability of 
the Scottiſh nation to pay the ran- 
ſom required for their captive mo- 
narch, and that they were deter- 
mined upon trying the chance of 
arms, for the purpoſe of obtain 
ing his reſtoration gratis. 


Here, my lord of Marche, was 
an unexpected field of glory. 
Without waiting to comment on 


what we had juſt heard, we clap- 


ped ſpurs to our courſers, urging 
them 
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them to their utmoſt ſpetd towards 
the city of Carliſle. We entered 
amidſt a crowd, who hailed us with 
acclamations that rent the vaulted 
| heavens. The ſtreets were throng- 
ed with various cohorts of the 
ſoldiery, who were pouring in 
apace from every quarter. We 
there met -our beloved brother, 
Lionel duke of Clarence, who was 
now recovered from that ſickneſs 
which had prevented him from ac- 


companying us to the tournament 
of Carnarvon. We preſented our- 


felves dutifully before our royal 
K 2 father, 
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father, who rejoiced at our arrival, 


and gave him an account of what 
adventures had befallen us, with 
which he was much diverted. 


The night was ſpent in conſult. 
ing upon the rupture with Scot- 
land; but as fupplies were requi- 
fite for the expences of the war, 
we · could come to no reſolution 
without a meeting of the parlia- 
ment. On the enſuing day that 
great aſſembly was convened. The 
king, in a ſhort ſpeech from the 
throne, laid before them the de- 


mands 
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mands of the Scottiſh nation, the 
preparations for an invaſion of the 
northern borders, and the neceſſity 
of ſubſidies on fo important an oc- 
caſion: concluding with recom- 
mending to their ſcrious conſide- 
ration both the glory and f:curity 
of the kingdom. 


My royal father then with- 
drew, and a motion was made by 
the lord biſhop of Wincheſter, 
That an humble addreſs ſhould 
be preſented to his highneſs, tef- 
tifying our gratitude for his pa- 

K 3 ternal 
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ternal anxiety for the welfare of 
his people, and profeſſing our un- 
feigned wiſhes to ſupport, as well 
with our purſes, as with our ſwords, 
the dignity, ſuperiority, and proſ- 
perity of the kingdom. 


The biſhop was ſeconded by 
the lord abbot of Glaſtonbury. 


This motion gave birth to a 
debate as obſtinate as it was un- 
expected, in which Mowbray duke 
of Norfolk thus delivered his opi- 
nion: Before we give our aſſent to 
the 


* wi 
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* 

the addreſs now propoſed to us by 4 1 

the prelate of Wincheſter, it would a | 
be adviſeable, noble lords, to con- | 2 
fider the requiſition of the Scottiſh a 


nation. They demand that their 
captive ſovereign be ſet at liberty 
unranſomed. Would to God, 
heroick lords, that it had been ” 
the generous policy of the court 1 
of Weſtminſter, to render this 
requiſition unneceſſary, by ſending 
back the monarch as a boon to 
his afflicted people. This would 
have been magnanimous; it would 
alſo have been wiſe. For, ex- 
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hauſted as this kingdom is, botls 
of men and money, by a long 
and unproſitable war abroad, it 
had been more expedient to have 
bound the royal captive and his 
people firmly and durably by the 
chains of amity, than, by pro- 


longing his impriſonment, and 


inſiſting on a price for his freedom, 


thus provoked his martial ſubjects 
to demand him ſword in hand. 
England, by an invaſion from her 


northern neighbours, may be en- 
damaged to the amount of twenty 
times this ranſom, in the ravages 


committed 
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committed by an incenſed and 
vindictive enemy. Therefore, noble 
lords, as it is not yet too late to 
rectify this fault, and to proffer 
the hand of friendſhip to our neigh- 
bours, I move you (as a previous 
matter) to come to the following 
reſolution : Reſolved that, in the 
impoveriſhed condition of this 
kingdom, which, from the late 
long and bloody continental wars, 
is now deſtitute of reſources and 
drained of blood and treaſure, 
it ĩs indiſpenfably neceſſary to the 
national welfare, that the king of 
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Scotland be forthwith reſtored to 


liberty. 


Thus ſpake the duke of Nor- 
folk, whoſe motion being ſeconded 
by the lard Herbert of Cherbury, 
the earl of Kent aroſe, and thus 
addreſſed the afſembly : =— 


But I will reſume, faid John 
of Guant, the continuation of this 
debate at my next viſit. The earl 
of Mazche beſought him to come 


early, as he was impatient to hear 


the ſentiments of the earl of Kent. 
VISIT 
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VISIT XXXL 


THE earl of Kent, 
faid the duke of Lancaſter, thus 


addreſſed us: Little did I expect, 


noble barons, to have heard this 


day ſuch a motion as that made by 
the lord duke of Norfolk.. As a 
baron of England, and a ſubject 
of Edward the Third, I have liſten- 
ed to it with equal ſurpriſe and 

K 6 indig- 
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indignation. And are we then fo 
ſunk in the eſtimation of Chriſ- 
tendom, that the very rumour of 
an invaſion, by a people whom ſo 
lately we have bowed beneath the 
yoke, and over whom we have ſo 
often waved the banner of victory, 
ſhall affright us into conceſſions 
as inglorious as they are impoli- 
tick, and fraught with ruin ? 
Yield the Scottiſh king unran- 
fomed Ts it then  ? Have we 
yielded the monarch of France un- 
ranſomed No, valorous lords. And 


is the royal Scot ſo much mightier 


than 
+ 
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than the Frenchman, that we ſhall 


not dare to afk a lawful tribute for 


his head, but muſt fend him home 
unpriced, and as a bribe to pacify 
his angry people ? The high-born 
duke hath told us, that the court 
of Weſtininſter is unwiſe in the 
detention, and that the kingdom is 
without reſource, and therefore in- 
adequate to the burthen of a war. 
To the firſt I anſwer, that, not- 
withſtanding the preſent hoſtile 
aſpect of affairs, the peace of Eng- 


land will prove more uninterrupted 


and ſecure, while the monarch of 
Scotland 
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Scotland remains in our hands, as 
a pledge for the pacific deportment 
of his countrymen. As long as 
he is our captive, regard for the 
- perſonal ſafety of their ſovereign 
will reſtrain the Scottiſh nation 
from inimical deſigns, and inſure 
the tranquillity of the borders. 
Add to this,, that while they are 
without a prince, their domeſtic 
diſſentions, from the adverſe in- 
tereſts of aſpiring nobles, will oc- 
cupy their bravery within the bo- 
ſom of their ſtate. A regency in 
Scotland is the empire of turbu- 
lence.. 
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lence. Her puiſſant and ambitious 
barons, unſatisfied with: the local 
domination they inherit, will each 
claim a ſhare in the ſupreme admi- 
niſtration, and inteſtine divifion 
deſolate their monarchy. It was 
therefore ſound policy to detain 
the royal captive. With reſpect to 
the other aſſertion of the lord duke 
of Norfolk, that this kingdom is 
exhauſted and unable to ſuſtain a 
war, I will be free to fay; that 
however chargeable our triumphs 
on the continent may have proved, 
there are yet in this nation both. a 

ſpirit 
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ſpirit and an opulence fully equal 
to a conteſt more important than 
the preſent ; and that, although 
the knights and yeomanry may 
complain of heavy impoſts, and 
offer the plea of ſcarcity, perſuaded 
I am, that the loyalty and liberali- 
ty of the eccleſiaſtical order will 
cheerfully compenſate by the am- 
pleſt contributions. Nothing did 


they advance towards the Gallic 


expedition. It is now their turn 
to be patriotic and munificent, and 


I doubt not, noble lords, that in 


their zeal they are already panting 


to 
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to diſpenſe their treaſures, for the 
glory of their prince and the wel- 
fare of the community. 


So ſpake the earl of Kent: after 
whom the lord abbot of Weſt- 
minſter aroſe in ſome hurry, and 
accoſted the peers as follows : The 
motion of the duke of Norfolk, 
noble barons, cannot, in my mind, 
be too ſoon agreed to. The nation 
is indeed in a very alarming ſtate; 
it is with the utmoſt difficulty that 
the rents of the religious founda- 
tions could be collected in laſt year. 
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How it will be with us this year, 
I tremble even to imagine. Little, 
or no money to be had from the 
yeomanry. Nothing but diſtreſs 
and beggary to be heard of. What 
with the French wars, and the ſe- 
vere winter, the land is, in a man- 
ner, without huſbandmen or crop: 
Chriſt in heaven knows that it is 
a hard feaſon with the monaſteries. 
We have ſcarce wherewithal to 
give alms. Bleſſed Peter ! what 
times! The valorous carl who 
ſpoke laſt was ſurely not in carneſt, 
when he talked of ecclefiaſticks be- 
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ing wealthy at ſuch a juncture. I 
give my vote moſt heartily for the 
motion of the duke of Norfolk. 


Scarce had the lord abbot fate 
down, when the carl of Kent and 
the biſhop of Wincheſter both 
roſe at the ſame inſtant, and claim- 
ed the attention of the peers. As 
they had both already ſpoken ia 
the debate, neither of them was 
entitled to a lawful preference. 


But the earl declaring that he had 


but a few words to offer, in reply 
to the reverend lord, who had 
| juſt 
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juſt fate down, the biſhop ſubmit- 
ted, and the former thus addreſſ- 
ed us: I can aſſure the venerable 
dignitary who ſeems to be of opi- 
nion that I did but jeſt, in ſuppo- 
fing that the clergy could contri- 
bute to the war, that I was never 


more in carneſt in my life, and 
that I ſtill perfiſt in Zhbinking that 


they are able, and in hoping that 
they are willing to aſſiſt their king 
and country in the preſent preſ- 
ling exigency. 
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When the earl had done ſpeak- 
ing, the lord biſhop of Wincheſter 
expreſſed himſelf as follows : I did 
not imagine, noble lords, when I 
made the motion to addreſs his 
highneſs, that the debate would 
have taken ſuch a turn, or indeed 
that any debate at all would have 
ariſen. Sorry I am to be neceſſi- 
tated to fay, that what the lord 
abbot of Weſtminſter hath advan- 
ced with reſpect to the impotency 
of the church at this conjuncture, 
is but too well founded. I with 
the caſe were otherwiſe, I am 
8 afflicted 
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afflicted—— 1 2—— I a-—the 
ſtate, it muſt be owned —is in 
an unpopulous condition. God 


knows how things will be. 
Would it be agreeable to noble 
barons that I ſhould withdraw the 
motion ?—[ Here, Mortimer, there 
was a loud cry of No, No, No, 
from one fide of the hall, and of 
Ay, Ay, Ay, from the other.] 
It is an aukward affair: I am ve- 
fly in a dilemma—I wiſh noble 
barans would ſpeak their opi- 
nions. 
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JOHN OF GAUNT. 417 
requiſition of his countrymen. 
Ye warriors of ages paſt, that I 
ſhould live to behold this outrage! 
that I ſhould live to hear it occaſion 
a diſcuſſion in this aſſembly, to be 
propoſed as a dubious point, to 
find countenance and ſupport from 
barons of mighty name, and of 
extraction the moſt dignificd ! 
Are we not the fame men, by 
whoſe valour, under the auſpices 
of Edward the Third, this very 
king of Scots was overthrown and 
made a captive? The fame knightly 
proweſs by which we proved vic- 
Vor. III. L torious 
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torious ſhall enable us to preſerve 
the memorials of our victory. 
But it is faid that there are neither 
men nor money in the kingdom. 
What then is become of our diſ- 
banded legions? Do they not 
ſwarm through every diſtrict of 
this country, in the various 
ſhapes of pilgrims, pedlars, gyp- 
fies, beggars, ballad - mongers, 
thieves? Is not every thicket, 
every foreſt, every ſolitary haunt, 
highway beſet and peopled by 
whole armies of banditti, compoſed 
of the rejected fragments of once- 

triumphant 
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triumphant hoſts, that were wan- 
dering unemployed, and unprovi- 
ded for? Therefore let it not be 
affirmed that the kingdom is un- 
populous. Armies are to be 
found, if we will afford them 
occupation, But even granting, 
heroick lords, that there were a 
deficiency in this inſtance ; the 
knights and barons at the head of 
their reſpeftive houſeholds, and 
aided by their own native valour, 
are competent, I truſt in heaven, 
to ſcourge the Scottiſh enemy from 
our borders. Myſelf and my 
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gallant neighbour of Northum- 
berland will, with our warlike 
vaſſals, give a check to their im- 
petuoſity. Percy and I will be as 
a rampart to England, till her 
warriors be in readineſs, and Ed- 
ward and his glorious offspring 
take the field. But there needs 
not, heroick nobles, an exertion 
ſo extraordinary. Truth and fact 
are arguing in our cauſe : the men 


at arms pour in from every fide : 


With regard to the poverty im- 


puted to this kingdom, there is 
doubtleſs, 
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doubtleſs, noble lords, leſs money 


in circulation, than there was an- 
terior to the war with France. 
But as a high-deſcended earl, who 
hatiz already ſpoken in the debate, 
hath ſenſibly obſerved that the 
coffers of the clergy have been as 
yet unopened, and are fully ade- 
quate to anſwer the neceſſities of 
the realm, I think that we may 
venture to pronounce, heroick 


lords, that money, as well as men, 
is attainable. And I make no 
queſtion but my lords the abbots, 
and the truly reverend prelates who 
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compoſe our hierarchy, will cheer- 
fully, nay cagerly unite with us 
in paſſing a reſolution for the rai- 
fing a benevolence , [here the 
bench of abbots looked grave, as 
did alfo the biſhops] ſuitable not 
only to the riches and liberality 
for which they are renowned, but 
likewiſe to the importance of the 
occafion itſelf, and to the grandeur 
of the Engliſh monarchy. What 
elſe then, heroick barons, remains 
for us to do? If, with the bro- 
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therly and chriſtian- like aſſiſtance 
of the church, if with united 
minds, if with the ſpirit and va- 
lour which we inherit from our 
anceſtors, if with loyalty, if with 
patriotiſm, if with a generous in- 
dignation, if with the remem- 
brance of our ancient triumphs, 
and with the trophies before aur 
eyes which our fathers and our- 
ſelves have torn from the van- 
quiſhed Scots, in fine, if, with 


great Edward and the Black Prince 
to conduct us, we hoiſt our ban 
ners, and give battle to the inva- 
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224 ADVENTURES OF 
ders, victory, thou art our own, 
and England is revenged. 

He faid, and fate. Immedi- 
ately a middle-aged baron aroſe, 
(whoſe title I forget) ſhort of ſta- 
ture, thin, unhealthy, ſnotty- 
looking, and whoſe accents were 
like the yelping of an offended 
lap-dog. I do not fee, for my 
ſhare, noble lords, cried he, what 


benefit can reſult from the rhap- 
ſodies that have been uttered. If 
we a& with common ſenſe, we 
will adopt without delay the mo- 

tion 


JOHN OF GAUNT. =xy 
tion of the duke of Norfolk. For as 
long as we detain the king of Scots a 
priſoner, a pretence will be afford- 
ed to his ſubjects for going to 
war, and I ſuppoſe that we ſhall 
have a freſh invaſion every month, 
and, of courſe, freſh ſupplies de- 
manded. The nation, God knows, 


is in a deplorable condition; my 


lords the abbots and the reverend 
biſhops can inform us of that, and 


they know the ſtate of things, as 


well as any of us, and better. I 
wonder what heroick barons would 
be at: war with France, war with 
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Wales, war with Scotland : we 


ſhall never have an end of it. I 
think the motion of the duke of 
Norfolk both wiſe and neceflary, 
and ſhall therefore beſtow on it 
my cordial aſſent. 


As ſoon as this baron had done 
barking his ſentiments, the Prince 
of Wales roſe up But I ſhall 
reſerve for the neut viſit the ha- 


rangue of my royal brother. 


VISIT 
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VISIT AA. 


NO ſooner, faid John 
of Gaunt, had the Black Prince 
ariſen, than the buzz of inatten- 
tion which prevailed in the afſem- 
bly, while the baron already men- 
tioned was on his legs, was ſud- 
denly ſubdued into a filence the 
moſt earneſt and reſpetful. It was 
L 6 the 
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the firſt time that the Prince of 
Wales had ever addreſſed a parlia- 
ment : curioſity 18 os wall 
admiration, operated on this occa- 
fion, and every ear, and every eye 
was turned towards the royal 
ſpeaker. At length he deliverd 
his opinion in theſe words: I riſe, 
Muſtrious lords, to expreſs my 
aſtoniſhment alike at the requiſi- 


. tion of Scotland, and at the fa- 


vourable reception it hath obtained 
from ſome amongſt us. I am not, 
I confeſs, an advocate for depriv- 
liberty : 

but 


JOHN OF GAUNT, 229 
but until we have ſounder proof of 
the alledged incapacity of our 
northern neighbours to redeem 
their captive ſovereign, I will op- 
poſe, in the ſenate and in the field, 
his liberation. Had their demand 
been urged at a ſeaſon when Eng- 
land was unembarraſſed with the 
conſequences of recent war, and 
her armies and her exchequer in a 
more formidable ſituation, it would 
have worn a more honourable and 
generous aſpect, and their decla- 
ration approached ſomewhat nearer 
to probability. At preſent, illuſ- 
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trious lords, ſince ſo many amongſt 
us have infiſted on our poverty, 
the ranſom of the monarch of 
Scotland will be welcome: if his 
ſubjects ue impatient for the rg. 
ſamption of his royalty the | 
ſooner they pay the money, the = 
better. [Here, my lord of Marche, 
there was a ſhout of hear him; 
then again a folemn filence.} But 
while I have the glorious hope of 
advantage of her condition, nor 


- violate her repoſe and majeſty un- 
chaſtized, 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 3. 
chaſtized, Have we triumphed, 
Hluſtrious lords, at Creſſy and 
Poictiers, have we penetrated 
France to the very centre with our 
armies, have we beſtrewn her fields 
with her diſcomfited chivalry, ex- 
tinguiſhed the flower of her war- 
like nobles, made her monarch 
to the very ramparts of her capi- 
tal, to be awed into an unexampled 
and humiliating conceſſion by tu- 
multuary clans of diſcontented 
Scots, of Scots (O Heaven!) 
whom ſo lately we have vanquiſh- 
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2322 ADVENTURES OF 
ed, and over whom from age to 
age we have borne hereditary ſu- 
periority ? Auguſt, immortal hero, 
here my brother turned to a ſtatue 
of Edward the Firſt, which, with 
thoſe of our other princes, adorn- 
ed the great hall] thou glory of 
the houſe of Plantagenet, whoſe 
redoubted and irreſiſtible valour 
firſt taught the Scottiſh adverſary 
to bend beneath our arms, who 
humbled their wild territories, for- 
treſs after fortreſs, and ſhook their 
ancient empire from the Shetlands 
to the Tweed, hear this unwonted 
2 3 inſult, 
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inſult, inſpire the ſons of England 
with the ardour of true patriotiſm, 
and rekindle in their hearts the 
magnanimity of their progenitors. 


The prince concluded, and a 
murmur of applauſe from the ma- 
jority of the aſſembly evinced that 
he had not ſpoken in vain. The 
motion for the addreſs was power- 
fully carried, and followed by ano- 
ther for an a& enabling his high- 
neſs, in caſe of neceſſity, to levy 
a benevolence on the biſhopricks, 
monaſteries, and other religious 


corpora- 
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corporations. This done, the ba- 
rons adjourned. The three fol- 
lowing days were employed in paſ- 
ſing through the two houſes of 
parliament the act for the bene- 
volence, and in muſtering and re- 
viewing ſuch troops as were then 
arrived. 


The Scottiſh army had already 
croſſed the Eſk, and advanced into 
the neighbourhood of Netherby. 
They were thirty thouſand ſtrong, 
and conducted by a numerous and 
martial nobility. We had as yet 
aſſembled 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 235 


aſſembled but nineteen thouſand 
men: it was therefore debated in 
a council of war whether, with 
this inferior force, we ſhould give 
battle to the enemy, or wait for 
the (quadrons ſtill expected. The 
king, who had often triumphed 
by the wiſdom and bravery of the 
Prince of Wales, confided to him 
alſo upon this occaſion the impor- 
tant charge of directing the cam- 
paign, and of ſupporting the na- 
tional glory. It was carried in 
the council, by the influence of 
the Black Prince, againſt the opi- 
| nion 
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* | nion of the earls of Worceſter, 


Weſtmoreland, and Shrewſbury, 
that we ſhould forthwith take the 
field, with ſuch powers at we had 
then collected, and prevent the 


further progreſs of the enemy. i 
Accordingly, at ſun-riſe on the 3 

enſuing morn, we croſſed the river 

Eden at the head of all our forces, 


and drew up in order of battle, at 
a ſhort diſtance from Netherby. 
The right wing was committed to 
my care; in the left the duke of 
York commanded, with the aſſiſt- 


ance 
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ance of the earl of Cumberland ; 
the main body was conducted by 
the Prince himſelf, under whom 
was the earl of Kent, while the 
duke of Glouceſter, with ſome 
choſen infantry, was poſted be- 
hind an eminence, with ſtrict in- 
junctions not to quit his ſtation, 
without a ſignal from the Prince of 
Wales. 


The army of the enemy was 
thus diſpoſed. The earls of Doug- 
las and Argyle commanded in the 
centre; the Marquis of Huntley 

headed 
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headed the right wing, under whom 
was the earl of Murray ; the left 
was conducted by the earls of Su- 
therland and Montroſe. King Ed- 
ward, now ancient and feeble, was 
carried in a litter from rank to 
rank, and reminded the ſoldiery of 
their paſt atchievements. I give 
ye, faid he, for generals, my gal- 
lant ſons, under whoſe command 
your arms have been crowned with 
ſucceſſive victories. He was then 
conveyed to the caſtle of Carliſle, 
there to attend the iſſue of the en- 


gagement. Soon after the trum 
pets 
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pets ſounded, and the firſt line of 
our infantry advanced to the 
charge. The Scots at the fame 
time bore down upon us: ere long 
our right wing attacked the left 
of the enemy, and their right our 
left ; ſo that the battle became ge- 
neral. | 


I will not, my lord of Marche, 
rehearſe the particular exploits per- 
formed at the memorable field of 
Netherby, many of which, no 
doubt, have already reached your 
cars. Suffice it to declare, that on 
| both 
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both ſides unheard of feats of va- 
lour were exhibited. Indignation, 
and the remembrance of former 
| ſuperiority, inflamed our troops to 

an enthuſiaſtic heroiſm ; while na- 
tional animoſity, and the defire of 
giving liberty to their captive mo- 
narch, were incentives equally 
powerful to our Northern adver- 
ſaries. 


At length an unlooked for cir- 
cumſtance had nearly proved fatal 
to the Engliſh army. For the 
duke of Glouceſter, who, as I 


have already obſerved, was ſtation- 
ed 
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ed with a body of reſerve, regard- 
leſs of the injunction of the prince 
his brother, and excited by his 
ſelf-ſufficiency, unſeaſonably aban- 
doned the poſt which had been 
aſſigned to him, and charged a 
highland regiment commanded 
by Sir Duncan Campbell. 


enemy, ſuperior in numbers, ſent 
ſome ſquadrons of cavalry to the 
aſſiſtance of Sir Duncan. The 
duke and his forces were ſur- 
rounded, and on the point of be- 
ing cut to pieces, when the earl of 
Northumberland, at the head of 

Vol. III. M his 
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his gallant knights, flew round to 
his relief, and enabled him to 
make a vigorous reſiſtance. But 
the troops which I commanded, 
apprehending ſome difafter in that 
quarter of the field, on a ſudden 
took the alarm, and gave way on 
every fide. We ſhould affuredly 
have ſuffered a total rout in the 
right wing, had it not been for the 
preſence of mind and intrepidity of 
the Black Prince, who oppoſed 
himſelf to the runaways, aud aided 
me to rally and reanimate them. 
The carl of Northumberland, after 
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his gallant knights, flew round to 
his relief, and enabled him to 
make a vigorous reſiſtance. But 
the troops which I commanded, 
apprehending ſome diſaſter in that 
quarter of the field, on a ſudden 
took the alarm, and gave way on 
every fide. We ſhould aſſuredly 
have ſuffered a total rout in the 
right wing, had it not been for the 
preſence of mind and intrepidity of 
the Black Prince, who oppoſed 
himſelf to the runaways, and aided 
me to rally and reanimate them. 


The earl of Northumberland, after 
an 
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an obſtinate conflict, compelled 
the Campbells to retire. 


And now the troops, aſhamed 
of their recent diforder, returned 
to the charge with double ardour. 
The left wing of the Scottiſh army 
gave ground; the Black Prince 
preſſed home on their main body, 
where our knights made a hideous 
ſlaughter. At length the enemy 
retreated, and left us in poſſeſſion 
of the field *. A truce was grant- 


Strange that none of the annaliſts or chro- 
niclers have taken the leaſt notice of this battle, 
or of the parliamentary debate which preceded 
it, or of any of the circumſtances here related. 
Culpable negligence ! 
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ed the following day to the in- 
vaders, who ſoon after ſued for 
peace. Theſe ſucceſſes obtained, 
we accompanied the king to Lon- 
The lord Ferdinand Fitz- 
warrenne haſtened back to Carnar- 
von, where he had left the lady 
Barbarina, and Chaucer repaired 
to Donington caſtle, of which he 
had lately become poſſeſſor. 


don, 


But alas! my lord of Marche, 
this felicity at length was clouded, 
and England received a blow from 
which ſhe hath never fince re- 

gs covered. 
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ed the following day to the in- 
vaders, who ſoon after ſued for 
peace. Theſe ſucceſſes obtained, 
we accompanied the king to Lon- 
don. The lord Ferdinand Fitz- 
warrenne haſtened back to Carnar- 
von, where he had left the lady 
Barbarina, and Chaucer repaired 
to Donington caſtle, of which he 
had lately become poſſeſſor. 


But alas ! my lord of Marche, 
this felicity at length was clouded, 
and England received a blow from 
which ſhe hath never ſince re- 

covered. 
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covered. The Prince of Wales 
| was ſeized with a malignant diſ- 
temper, which vanquiſhed the 
force of medicine. On this de- 
plorable occaſion, the affection of 
a grateful people was evinced by 
the univerſal ſolicitude that per- 
vaded them. The life-guards 
could with difficulty repreſs the 
impatient multitude that thronged 
his palace-gates, in mournful cu- 
rioſity, to learn the daily variations 
of his diſeaſe, and eager to graſp 
at the feebleſt hope of his reco- 
very, A few hours before he 
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yielded his final breath, he thus 
addreſſed his weeping brothers, 
who attended at his bed-ſide: Al- 
though in the prime of life, I 
the grave too early, were my ve- 
nerable father leſs infirm, or my 
Richard more advanced towards 
maturity. I have enjoyed, from 
the benignant hand of Heaven, 
proſperity and glory in the fulneſs 
of both: may the All-merciful 
continue them to thoſe I leave be- 
hind me. Lancaſter, duke Ed- 


mond, Glouceſter, the royalty of 
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yielded his final breath, he thus 
addreſſed his weeping brothers, 
who attended at his bed-fide : Al- 
though in the prime of life, I 
ſhould not deem this ſummons to 
the grave too early, were my ve- 
nerable father leſs infirm, or my 
Richard more advanced towards 
maturity. I have enjoyed, from 
the benignant hand of Heaven, 
proſperity and glory in the fulneſs 
of both: may the All-merciful 
continue them to thoſe I leave be- 
hind me. Lancaſter, duke Ed- 
mond, Glouceſter, the royalty of 
England 
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England will ere long be intruſted 
to ye; Oh! guard it with unani- 
mity. King Edward is full of 
days: death, alas! will not ſpare 
him to ye long: the heir of his 
authority is of tender years ; look, 
if ye love me, to that ſceptered 
orphan. Guide him to kingly ex- 
cellence ; inſpire his youthful heart 
with an affection for juſtice ; teach 
him to be the father and the hero 
of his people. I have faithfully 
loved the laws and conſtitution of 


the ſtate: I conjure ye, cauſe 
Prince Richard to tread in the 
ſame 


unknown. Let the upright have 
the firſt, the wiſe the ſecond phce 
in your election of miniſters, 
Chooſe not your ſervants for their 
good-humour, nor your favourites 
for their good ſhape ; but let the 
minions of the public be yours 
alſo. If the people be happy, you 
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England will ere long be intruſted 
to ye; Oh! guard it with unani- 
mity. King Edward is full of 
days: death, alas! will not ſpare 
him to ye long: the heir of his 
authority is of tender years ; look, 
if ye love me, to that ſceptered 
orphan. Guide him to kingly ex- 
cellence ; inſpire his youthful heart 
with an affection for juſtice ; teach 
him to be the father and the hero 
of his people. I have faithfully 
loved the laws and conſtitution of 
the ſtate; I conjure ye, cauſe 
Prince Richard to tread in the 

lame 
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ſame veſtiges. Above all, cheriſh 
brotherly concord among your- 
felves : fo ſhall your regency be a 
conſolation to the kingdom, and 
the miſeries of a minority unfelt, 
unknown. Let the upright have 
the firſt, the wiſe the ſecond place 
in your election of miniſters. 
Chooſe not your ſervants for their 
good-humour, nor your favourites 
for their good ſhape ; but let the 
minions of the public be yours 
alſo. If the people be happy, you 
have governed well: the condition 
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of the kingdom will be the touch- 
ſtone of your integrity. 


Such, my lord of Marche, were 
the laſt words of my heroick bro- 
ther. Not many hours after he 
expired. No ſooner was it known 
that the Black Prince was no 
more, than the people lamented, 
as if each had loſt ſome dear-be- 
loved kinſman. The glory of our 
chivalry, they cried, is fled ; the 
friend of the miſerable, the pillar 
of the monarchy, the terror of our 


foes, 
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foes, our hope, and boaſt hath de- 
parted from. us for ever. 


And now, illuſtrious Mortimer, 
my promiſe is performed. May 
the heavens preſerve your health 
and your tranquillity. 
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foes, our hope, and boaſt hath de- 
parted from us for ever. 
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